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NOTE. - 
The original articles from which this paper 
has been extracted, appeared in several issues 
of the Journal of the Department of Agriculture, 
Victoria, Australia, commencing in the issue of 
May 10th, 1918. In the original articles, side- 
bone and ringbone were grouped together as 
** unsoundness.”’ Subsequently the conclusion 
was arrived at that the two conditions were of 
different character and they have now been 
separated, with the result that summary tables 
and percentages of unsoundness will vary 
slightly from the original text, which has been 
considerably revised. The tables, which were 
published in full have been condensed, and some 
of the families have been omitted, as space does 
not permit their reproduction. 

I am deeply indebted to Mr. A. D. Buchanan- 
Smith, M.A., M.S.A., B.Sc., for assistance in con- 
densing the article, and for encouragement in 
submitting the revision. for publication. 

The key number of the stallions has been re- 
tained so that they may be found in the original 
tables. Their approximate position in a family 
may be determined in the condensed table which 
indicates the continuity or otherwise of examina- 
tions. The letter (N) following a stallion num- 
ber signifies such horse was not examined—(U) 
signifies he was unsound and (S) that he was 
sound. 


Cameron in 1910, in writing on “ Hereditary 
Unsoundness in Horses,” referred to the lack 
of evidence in existence as to the hereditary 
character of “ sidebone ” 
authors—Williams, Hayes, Reeks, Axe and 
Mollar and Dollar—to show that whilst the con- 
dition was “ considered ” to be hereditary, no 
statistical evidence had been produced. Cameron 
then made an analysis of the breeding of certain 
families of draught horses from the 1,299 which 
had up to that time been examined under the 
system of examination and certification of 
stallions introduced by him into Victoria in 1907, 
The analysis was made only on the sire’s side 
and he says: “ It is unfortunate that the records 
in most cases have reference to only the paternal 
side of the breeding of the individual horses 
examined for there is no reason to believe that 
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the hereditary influence of the dam is other 
than equally potent as that of the sire. Indeed, 
the conclusion is almost irresistibly forced that 
in the case of some of the families dealt with 
the number of unsound descendants recorded 
would have been much greater but for the pre- 
ponderating influence of ‘ sound’ blood on the 
dam’s side.” 

It is proposed in this paper to show more 
definitely the hereditary nature of sidebone on 
the sire’s side, and also the influence of dams 
by unsound sires on sound families. The analysis 
is made of the examinations conducted over a 
period of 11 years, 1907-1918, During this 
period a total of 7,894 horses was examined and 
of this number, 4,957 were draughts and the 
pedigree of 3,093 of these has been set forth 
in the following tables in the sire lines. 

The tables show all the generations in their 
proper relation to one another from the founda- 
tion member, which member may, and in most 
cases does, represent a horse that has never 
been in Australia. An effort was made to 
tabulate all the draught sires, but as full pedi- 
grees could not be obtained this has been im- 
practicable. Owners were written to, and old- 
established newspapers and _ records were 
searched for information which would permit 
such tabulation, but without avail. The policy 
has been not to include any horse in the tables 
unless the evidence of his breeding was quite 
clear and the difficulties encountered will be 
recognised when it is known that there are re- 
corded 5 British Oaks, 8 Champions, 7 Clans- 


men, 7 Commanders, 15 Crown Princes, 6 
Darnleys, 9 Dreadnoughts, 5 Dundonalds, 


7 Gallant Lads, 6 King Georges, 10 Lord Clydes, 
10 Lord Roberts, 10 Prince Alberts, 13 Prince 
Charlies, 8 Prince of Wales, 11 Sir Williams, 
% Young Champions and so on. It is quite un- 
common to meet with a stallion whose name 
has not been at least duplicated. ° 

In such circumstances when only a_ short 
pedigree is given, going back, say, to Prince 
Charlie, without any indication as to which of 
the 183 Prince Charlies is meant, it has been 
impossible to tabulate that horse’s pedigree. The 
result of this is that 873 horses, of which 213 
were unsound, are not shown in the tables. It 
is possible that some of the horses recorded as 
“not examined” were in point of fact examined, 
but the evidence is not sufficient to identify them 
with the examined horse. In order to set forth 
the pedigree of the 3,093 stallions which have 
been examined and shown in the tables it has 
been necessary to record 3,861 horses. 
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It will be readily apparent that the names of 
stallions cannot be published. The system that 
has been adopted is to give a number to the 
foundation member, 1, 2, 3, etc., and to use deci- 
mal points for the subsequent generations, 11, 
1:2, 1°3 representing the first, second and third 
son of 1 respectively. This arrangement does not 
refer to order of birth, but merely to first, second 
or third son recorded, and so on. Another 
figure is used in the next generation, 1°39 repre- 
senting the ninth recorded son of the third re- 
corded son of the founder 1. When over nine 
sons are dealt with, the cypher O is used in 
front of the unit of that generation, and repre- 
sents 9, thus 1°04 is the thirteenth, and 1°0004 
is the thirty-first (9 plus 9 plus 9 plus 9 plus 4). 
Each of these refers to the first generation; the 
number of noughts preceding a unit being 
counted with the unit. In this way the numbers 
1:002, 1, 1:°003 show four generations from 
founder 1, and, reading backward, we get the 
twenty-first son of the first son of the first son 
of the twentieth son of 1. (The points are 
introduced to show the generations clearly.) 
Such a number, therefore, will be found in the 
fifth column of Table 1. This system permits 
any individual horse to be quickly found in the 
respective families. 

A clear indication of the influence of the dam 
in introducing unsoundness into unsound fami- 
lies and unsoundness into sound families is seen 
in families twenty-eight and sixteen. Twenty- 
eight was not examined; four of his sons were, 
and found sound at five years of age. Fourteen 
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of his grandsons were also sound—at mature 
age, in most cases; one of them, 28-033, certi- 
ficated at five years, was later examined by) 
the writer when he was 14 years of age and 
found sound, yet one of his sons, 28°0332, the 
only unsound member of this family, was 
affected with sidebone as a three-year-old. The 
dam of this horse was by 16, a horse that was 
not examined, but which left five badly side- 
boned horses, and one sound one; the dam of 
28'0332 was known to be unsound. The sound 
member of 16 family was from a mare by a son, 
not recorded, of 9°11—only two of this horse’s 
sons were examined—one at six years, one at 
four years of age—and both were sound. As 
will be seen at a later date this is a sound 
branch of the family 9. In this case it appears 
that a son of 911 has introduced soundness 
into family 16, and 16 has introduced unsound- 
ness into 28 through the respective dams. 
Whilst this is quite a clear case, the families 
concerned are of very short line, but similar 
facts will appear in other families, in which a 
greater number of progeny is recorded. It is 
not always possible to trace the dam’s breeding, 
for the same reason as that given in the case 
of sires. One aspect of the question which must 
not be lost sight of is that, while the presence 
of sidebone must be accepted as direct evidence 
ot unsoundness, the absence cannot be accepted 
as evidence of pure soundness, unless the animal 
is of mature age, or unless a sufficient number 
of his progeny has been examined and found 
sound to warrant a conclusion being drawn. It 


FAMILY 28 











28 28-1, not examined 28:11 sound, 5 
Ze la ss 5 
28:2 ,, = 28°21 =, 4 
ays al 28°31 —i,, 5 
28°4 ” ” 28°41 °9 4 
28°5, sound, 5 
28-6,not examined 28°61 —,, 4 
28-7, sound, 5 oh poe 
—_—  .-._ -& oil Se 
28-9, not examined 28°91 =, 4 
28:01 ,, ~ 28-011 ,, 3 
28-02 ,, i 28-021 ,, 4 
28°03 ,, je 28-031 .,, 5 28-0312, sound, 2 
28-0311 —,, 2 
28-032 ,, 5 
28-033 ,, 5 28-0331 i a 
28-0332, Sidebone 3 
28-04, sound, 5 
28-05, not examined 28-051 ,, 4 
FAMILY 16 
16 not examined 16-1 sound 4 
16-2 sidebone, 4 
16°3 ms 4 bes. 
16-4 a 4 aaa 
16°5 eat 3 — 
_-—— 16°6 4 — 


16°7 dam of 28-0332, 


sidebone 
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is an admitted fact that an exciting cause in 
the development of sidebone is work and con- 
cussion. It may, therefore, be argued that in 
the absence of these and with care on the part 
of the owner a stallion having the hereditary 
tendency to develop sidebone may not show them 
until late in life, perhaps not at all, yet be able 
to transmit the tendency to his progeny as is 
apparent in the case of 1°3313; sound as four- 
year-old with an unsound half-brother and two 
unsound sons, in the unsound family 1°38. 

Whilst all the unsoundnesses for which 
draught stallions have been rejected are shown 
in the tables, those affected with defects other 
than sidebone are, for the purpose of this paper, 
considered as sound. The figure following the 
condition of the horse indicates the age at time 
of examination, and the term “ Sound D.A.P.” 
indicates that, though sound, a certificate was 
refused on the ground of disapproval of type 
and conformation which would on occasion cover 
bad feet and pasterns or cartilages predisposed 
to sidebone. 


. 


A CONSIDERATION OF THE FAMILIES 
Family 1 


In this family 816 descendants have been 
examined ; 153, or 19°0 per cent., were unsound. 
Branches 1°7, 1°02, 1:05, 1:07 and 1:002 do not 
show a large amount of unsoundness. Branches 
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1-4, 1°04, 1°09 and 1:001 have none, but with 
the exception of 1:09 very few members have 
been examined. An effort has been made to trace 
the pedigrees on the dams’ side of these horses, 
in an endeavour to ascertain whether they have 
been responsible for introducing sound blood 
into this family which shows in the larger 
branches a very high percentage of unsoundness. 
The pedigrees (of such dams) however, go back 
to horses which cannot be identified as recorded 
in these tables. 

This family divides into 20. branches; 
none of the sires at the head of the branches 
has been examined, but 22 of their sons were, 
and they showed 50 per cent. of unsoundness, 
all—except two—being sons of 1°1. One 
hundred and_ forty-nine: grandsons were 
examined and 386, or 241 per cent., found un- 
sound. ‘Twenty-six of these appear in the 
branch 1:1. This is a most unsound branch, 
showing a total of 37:0 per cent. unsoundness 
in 123 descendants recorded. 

A fact that must not be overlooked in con- 
sidering these tables and particularly with the 
progeny of this horse, is that a number of 
animals reported sound were so at three years 
of age—of the 77 descendants of 1:1 which were 
sound, 24 were three years of age or under— 
and there is no doubt that many of these would 
prove unsound at a more mature age and bring 
the probable unsoundness of the branch to a 
much higher percentage. 





FamiLy lI, 


TABLE SHOWING SUMMARY OF UNSOUNDNESS. 
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Sires. Sons. G. sons. | GG. sons. GGG. sons. GGGG. sons. GGGGG. sons. Total. 
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1-1 20 10 50-0 | 72 26 36-1) 30 10 33:3 l — —_ — — — 1123 16 37-4 

1-2 l 45 16 35-5 43 6 13-9 89 22 24-7 

1-3 4 2 50-0 62 I1 17-7) 35 7 20-0) 3l 3 9-0 133 23 i723 

1-4 l 12 l | 14 

1-5 2 1 500 1 | 3 1 33-3 

1-6 4 17 4 23-5 | °21 4 19-0 

ms 25 3 12:0 37 3 8-1; 7 I lL 100-0 | 70 7 10-0 

1-8 7 1 14:3, 56 16 28-5 16 3 618-8 79 20 25°3 

1-9 5 1 20-0| 3 2 66-6 8s 3.0 37-5 

1-01 l 4 2 50-0; 4 y > 23-3 

1-02 9 1 J1-]) 19 2 10-5) 5 lL 20-0 | 33 4 12-1 

103 | 1 1 100-0 2 1 500 3 #1. 33:3 6 3 50-0 

1-04 2 | 3 | §& 

1-05 1 6 7 41 5 12-2] 13 1 | 68 6 8-8 

1-06 7 1 14:3 i ¥ ] 14°3 

1-07 | 14 37 2 6§ l 1 100-0 | §2 3 58 

1:08 | 12 3 250) 9 , s3°3 ] 22 6 27°3 

1-09 7 6 19 32 

1-001 | l 8 2 11 

1-002 | 20 1 5-0 11 1 9-0 31 2 6-4 

s | z os 
Total | 22 11 #£50-0 |149 36 24-1335 68 20-0235 28 11-0) 72 10 13-8 | 2 816 153 18-7 
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The pedigrees of the sound sons of 1:1, in 
so far as they can be traced, show that their 
dams were bred as follows :— 

1:17 from a mare by 17-1 or a brother of 5111, 
apparently sound. 

1:101 from a mare by 7:4, probably a sound 
branch. 

1:103 from a mare by 19-1, whose only two 
sons examined were sound. 

1:106 from a mare by 9; the early branches of 
) appear sound. 

1:1003 from a mare by 19. 

1:1006 from a mare by 9. 

It would appear that the dams have intro- 
duced soundness or at least counteracted the 
unsoundness evidently present in 1:1. 1:11 
Was a very unsound horse. Sixteen of his sons 
were examined and 12, or 75 per cent., were 
unsound while 17 of his grandsons show 8, or 
47 per cent., unsoundness. Of his sound pro- 
geny, 1:110S—three years old—was from a mare 
0°31 and  1°1197—two-year-old—was from 
amare by 1:1. Both these are unsound lines so 
that the likelihood of these colts remaining 
sound is remote, while 1:1122—aged and sound 
—by an unsound sire, was from a mare by 19°2, 
1:1107 (S) from a mare by 6A°‘11 and 1°11082 
(four years S) from a mare by 44111, each of 
which are in sound branches and the influence 
of the dams is evidently counteracting the un- 
soundness of 1°11. 

Branch 1°2 divides into two sub-branches 1°21 
and 1°22 and their progeny. Neither of these 
horses was examined, but the branch through 
1211 (N) shows 39 grandsons and 16, or 41 per 
cent., had sidebone, while 22 great-grandsons 
show 6, or 27 per cent., affected, and the branch 
must be considered unsound. Many of the dams 
of sound representatives can be traced to sound 
sires. 

The branch 1°22 had twenty-one descendants 
exainined and no sidebone is recorded, This, 
taken in conjunction with the fact that the only 
son of 1°22 examined was sound as an aged 
horse, and the sire of two sound, leads one to 
infer that 1°22 was himself sound. Breeding 
of dam a blank. 

The descendants of 1°3 show 17:2 per cent. 
unsoundness in 133 examined. ‘The branch 
through 1°31 has 15 out of 61, or 24 per cent., 
affected with sidebone and 22 of the sound 
horses were 3 years of age at examination, so 
that the probable percentage of unsoundness in 
the branch is much higher. 

The line through 1°34 shows only a small 
percentage of sidebone; out of 54 descendants 
examined three, or 5°5 per cent., are affected. 
The breeding on the dam’s side of these unsound 
ones is as follows :— 


The dam of 1°342232 is by 38, sire of 38-2. 

The dam of 1°34223001 is by 38:2, badly 
unsound. 

The dam of 1°342230002 is by 1-6111 the grand- 
dam being by 38. 
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1°6111 was not examined. Twenty-one of his 
progeny were, and four, or 19 per cent., had 
sidebone. From the number of aged horses 
sound, he appears to be a sound line. 

Thirty-eight was not examined, but old 
breeders who have been consulted report him 
to have been very “ rough ” and “ coarse.”’ His 
son 38°2 was one of the worst cases of sidebone 
the writer has seen. 

The inference is that 1°34 is a sound branch 
and the unsoundness in it has been introduced 
through the dams’ side. 

As previously indicated, the branch through 
1°6111 appears sound, four of his sons were 
examined and were over five years of age and 
sound. Four of his grandsons had sidebone and 
13 were sound. Five of those sound were five 
years or over when examined, and since 1°61111 
was from a mare by 7°491 granddam by 7°4 and 
161112 was from a mare by 2°41, each seen 
in sound branches, the factor for soundness 
should be strong in their progeny, which shows 
in 17 examined, four unsound, the sound ones 
being mature horses. The pedigrees of the un- 
sound progeny cannot be traced through dams. 

Another branch which shows only a small 
percentage unsound is through 1°7; 22 of the 
sound progeny were five years old or over— 
seven, or 10 per cent., of his progeny were un- 
sound, but it can be shown that in respect of 
the following the factor for unsoundness was 
probably in the dam’s blood. 

The dam of 1°713 was by 2°103. The granddam 
was by 3, not examined, but the sire of a very 
unsound family. 

The dam of 1-719 was by a son of 3. 

The dam of 1°:7107 was by 7:311009, probably 
sound granddam by 9°51 out of a mare by 
He was not examined but shows 26 per cent. 
unsoundness in his progeny. 

The dam of 1:710021 was by a son of 3-1. 

Seven aged sons of 1°81 were examined and 
only one was sideboned, so the branch would 
appear sound. One of the sons, however, 1°811, 
sound and aged, shows 12, or 31 per cent., un- 
sound in his progeny. 

Tracing the pedigrees of the dams of the 11 
unsound sons as far as possible shows :— 


1°8118 from a mare by 4:131, whose two sons 
were examined, were unsound. 

1-8119 from a mare by 3:102003006, sound as a 
three-year-old but by a very unsound sire. 

1-81102 from a mare unknown—granddam by 
3:2 an unsound family. 

1:811002 from a mare by 3°3, of unsound 
family. 

1:811008 from a mare by 4:13, sire of 4:131, 
above. 
' 1:811009 from a mare by 3:3, of unsound 


amily. 
1-8110003 from a mare by 9°51, an unsound 
branch. 

It is thus seen that seven of the unsound sons 
show the dams to be of unsound line, which may 
account for sidebone in this branch. Dams of 
the other sons are not traceable. 


pew 
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A very similar condition is seen in the family 
of 1°05411; himself sound as an aged horse, 47 
of his progeny were examined and five were un- 
sound. Fifty per cent. of the sound progeny 
were aged horses, while four out of the five 
unsound were four years or under; it is there- 
fore hard to conceive that 1°05411 was respon- 
sible. <A study of the pedigree of these un- 
sound horses shows the dams to be of unsound 
blood as follows :— 

1:054117 was from a mare by 3°1020003, a very 
unsound horse. 

1:0541108 was from a mare by 3:13; three, or 
75 per cent., of his sons were unsound. 

1:0541100001 was from a mare by 1°333, of 
unsound family, the granddam by 38. 

1:0541100002 was from a mare by 1°333 above. 

1:05411071 was from a mare by 7:24, an 
unsound horse. 

Stallion 1:0711 was not examined; 52 of his 
progeny were, and three showed unsoundness. 
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The unsoundness is seattered as shown :— 


, . JS $22 
a S14 L Ni ae EE 
nie. SHB 
The pedigree of the dam of 1:0711804 (U) by 
a sound sire, is not extended far enough 
definitely to determine her sire. 
The dam of 1°97110671 was by 7:231, an 


unsound branch of 7, and the granddam by 4:13, 
also of unsound line. 

The dam of 1:07110042 was by 9:515, which 
appears frequently in unsound pedigrees, and is 
of unsound blood, though sound at five years of 
age; the granddam was by 4:131, the sire of an 
unsound family. 

1:00211 shows 19 sound and one unsound son, 
and ten sound and one sideboned grandson; the 
latter has the blood from his dam of 22 and 
$1 in his veins, both of which families are un- 
sound, the latter particularly so. 


Family 2 


All the horses in this family are related to 


another, being descended 


from one progenitor, as 


shown in the following scheme :— 


f Not examined Not examined 2:1 
| Not examined 2:2 
( Not examined < Not examined 
{ Nol examined | Not examined Not examined 2°3 
J 4 | Not examined Not examined 2-4 
Not examined — } lL Not examined Not examined f Not examined 2:5 
Not examined 2-6 
. Not examined Not examined Nol examined Sideboned 2:7 
Only one of the foundation members (2:7) distantly related, there being three generations 


Was examined, and he was found to be unsound ; 
none of his progeny has been seen. His dam 
was by a stallion which was not examined, 95; 
but unsoundness has been found in 21°5 per cent. 
of his progeny. It must be remembered in con- 
sidering this family that the branches are only 


between the founder 2 and the branches 2:1, 
2»? ete. The head of each branch is not, as in 
other families, a son of the founder. 


The members of the family show the follow- 
ing percentage of unsoundness :- 


TABLE SHOWING PERCENTAGE OF UNSOUNDNESS. 








GGGG. sons.| 











Sires. Sons. G. sons. | GG. sons. GGG. sons. Total. 
; 
sig =« &8ld = & le =s & le se IF % 
38 | st &F | $e fF Es F] et lt oe 
S = — = = < S = + S 5 = S = | .€ is co 
= s = = = c | -s 3 S = 5 S = a | +3 3 S 
& 5 7) S 5 o & 5 o = S vo | E fe) | € fc) v 
| nD 9 = 72) S 4 Dn oy 3S n 2 | = 72) = 77) 9 
x - D x if D x & D ¥ & o x = % = o 
fx =) A, fx ~ A, 8 =) A, <a) =) A, fx =) ea) =) A, 

| | | 

2-1 4 Y 50-0 82 16 19-5 | 179 34 18-9 33 3 9-0 ] = 299 55 18-3 
2-2 1 1 100-0 14 7 5600 | 7 — — - — | =— — |22 8 36-3 
2°3 2 Z 100-0 4 | 6 2 333 
2-4 5 2 400 | 2 | 7 2 285 
2°5 14 5 35-7 24 4 16-8 2 2 100-0 40 11 27:5 
2-6 l 2 if) ] 11-1 | 12 ] 8-3 
2:7 Unsound | 100-0 

x tea- «2 “ae kan) oan 3 7 ae cali (a pa eee ¥ = 4 
Total 8 5 625 (121 30 24-7 |221 39 176 35 35 142 | 1 —_ [886 79 20-4 
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2'1 is a stallion which was not examined. He 
has the reputation of being a sound horse, and 
mares by him were eagerly sought by breeders, 
and a number are known to be sound; his male 
descendants, however, show 18°3 per cent. un- 
soundness. Whilst 16 of his sons are referred 
to in the tables, only four were examined, and 
two of these were unsound, vis., 2°105 and 2°102. 
The dam of the former was by a half-brother 
of 2°>7—an unsound. horse, and the dam of the 
latter was by 3—the founder of a most un- 
sound family, whilst the two sound sons were 
aged horses when examined. 

A general survey of the family supports the 
contention that the sub-family 2:1 is a sound one 
with unsoundness introduced into it by unsound 
dams. The unsoundness is scattered through 
the various branches and where pedigrees cau 
be traced dams of unsound horses can be shown 
to be of unsound parentage. If 2°1 had been 
an unsound horse his son 27108 (N) could hardly 
have escaped being unsound, since he is out of 
a mare by 3—as is also 2102 (U). In this 
latter case it would appear that the blood of the 
dam has predominated and made 2°102 unsound, 
together with seven out of 18 of his progeny 
—two of which, 2°1023 and 2°1024, are out of 
mares by 1, thus accentuating the factor for 
unsoundness. 

Had 2°103 been unsound a greater proportion 
of unsoundness would have shown in his pro- 
geny, yet in 35 of his sons examined, six, or 
17 per cent. only, are unsound, and of the sound 
sons, 12 ure five years old or over. Of the six 
unsound sons of 2°103, five can be traced on 
their dams’ side—-they are: 

2°10302 out of a mare by a son of 22. 

2°103008 out of a mare by a son of 6. 

2°1030007 out of a mare by 7-231, an unsound 
branch, and the granddam by 4:13 which left 38 
per cent. unsound descendants. 

2°10300006 out of a mare by a son of 2-1, the 
granddam by 22 whose blood is frequently seen 
in the pedigrees of unsound horses. 

2:10300009 out of a mare by 4:41124, the grand- 
dam by a son or grandson of 1. 

The branch through 2:1031 (S) with 19 repre- 
sentatives shows two unsound. ; 

2:10316 from a mare by 1:19 which was 
unsound. 

2°10315 from a mare by 9°521, a member of a 
family showing 21 per cent. unsoundness though 
no sidebone was found in the six of his sons 
cxamined. 

In considering other unsound grandsons of 
21 we find :- 

2°164 was out of a mare by 3:18, he was not 
examined; two of his progeny were and both 
were unsound and family 3°1 is very unsound. 

2°165 out of a mare by 17°2 not examined. He 
left 66 per cent. unsound progeny out of nine 
examined. Five were by 2°102, himself un- 
sound. 

The branch of this family with 2°101 (N), 
at the head is evidently sound. Only one des- 





cendant out of 25 examined, vis.—2°1013038, had 
sidebone and this at three years of age. His 
dam was by 1°003111, an unsound horse. 

Four grandsons of 2°104 were examined and 
one, 210414, was unsound; he was from a mare 
by an unrecorded grandson of 3:1. The recorded 
grandsons show 40 per cent. unsoundness. 

Another branch in which unsoundness had 
probably been introduced through the dams is 
21052. He was sound at ten years of age and 
10 of his 17 sound sons were five years old or 
over, while six of his nine unsound sons were 
under five. He left 20 sound and 3 unsound 
grandsons. Two of the latter, 2°10820051 and 
2103820083, are by unsound sires. 

The breeding of the sons which are unsound 
is not clear, but as far as traceable shows :— 

2°10326 was from a mare by 3-:1005, the sire of 
an unsound branch which shows 43 per cent. 
unsound progeny and a son of 3:1, which left 36 
per cent. unsound in five generations. 

2°103207 was from a mare by 6:2. Two grand- 
sons were examined at three years of age and 
found sound. 

2°103206 was from a mare by 7°34, whose dam 
was reported unsound but not by any horse in 
these tables. 

2°103205 and 2-1032005 were from mares by a 
son of 7:492, a horse which, from the limited 
number of progeny examined, appears sound, yet 
appears very frequently in pedigrees of unsound 
sires. 

21034 was not examined. His dam was by 
(1 and the granddam by 3 and _ since his 
sire was also from a dam by 38, the factor 
for unsoundness would be prominent and when 
meeting unsound blood his progeny would be 
unsound. This appears to be the case here, for 
in five of his sons examined three had sidebones 

-they were :— 

2°10342 out of a mare by 1°13, a very unsound 
horse. 

2°10343 out of a mare by 1:1, the sire of a very 
unsound family. 

2°10344 out of a mare by 7:231, an unsound line. 

Another son of 2°108, vis.—2°103003, was 
sound as a four-year-old—he left eight sound 
and six unsound sons which were :— 

2°1030031 out of a mare by 2°1032 sound, and 
the granddam by a son of 11. ; 

2°1030032 out of a mare by 1°211, which was 
without doubt unsound. 

2°1030037 out of a mare by 22-2, of unsound 
family. ; 

2°1030039 out of a mare by 9-521, previously 
referred to. 

2°10300303 out of an unrecorded mare the 
gvanddam by 1:1. 


. 


2°10300305 out of a mare by 6:15. Not examined 
but which left two unsound and two sound sons, 
granddam by 9:°521. 

2-103007 was sound as an eight-year-old—he 
left four sound and two unsound sons :— 

2:1030071 out of a mare by a brother of 1:1, an 
unsound horse. 

2°1030072 out of a mare by 9-2. 

2°1030005 left 16 sound and three unsound 
SOLS !— 
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2°10300051 out of a mare by 4:127, granddam 
by a son of 3. 
2°10300052 out of a mare by 6. 


2-2 is an unsound branch, The only son 
examined (2°21) and seven’ grandsons are 


affected with sidebone; while seven grandsons 
und seven great grandsons are sound. Eight of 
the sound progeny are three years or under and 
three only five years old. 

25 was probably sound, although in the 
family of his son 2°51 unsoundness predominates 
in the few stallions examined. This can be 
accounted for by the fact that 2°51 was from 
a mare by 1°1. ” 

The other son, apparently carried the 
sound blood of 2°5, for examination of the table 
shows that of nine sound sons, eight were aged, 
und of fifteen sound grandsons nine were five 
years or over, and the unsound ones which can 
be traced on the dam’s side show :— 


+>.) 


2°02, 


2-525 was not examined; he left one sound 
and two unsound sons, and by one of the latter 
—two unsound grandsons. He was from a mare 
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by 931, and of the seven sons of this horse 
examined, five are affected with sidebone, so 
that 2-525 would carry the factor for unsound- 
ness and this would also be present from the 
dams of :— 

2°5253 from a mare by 1°511. Only two grand- 
sons were examined; one had ringbone and one 
sidebone. 

2°52511 from a mare by 7:232. 

2°52512 from a mare by 7:232. ) had sidebone. 

Another unsound grandson, 2°52023, carries 
the blood of 1 and 9 in his veins. 

Thus in the pedigrees which can be traced, 
unsoundness is present on the dams’ side and 
is evidently the source in this branch, 2°6 
appears to be another sound horse, though only 
12 of his progeny have been examined. Only 
one—2-61133, is unsound, and the dam of this 
horse is by an unrecorded son of 3°1 already 
noted as being unsound. The table shows that 
six of the remaining members of this line were 
five vears of age or over at examination, and 
were found sound. 


The only two 
} sons examined 


Family 3 


This is undoubtedly an unsound family; out 
of 326 horses examined 103, or 31°6 per cent., 
were affected with sidebone. The founder of 
this line was not examined, neither were any 


TABLE SHOWING 


of his sons the sires in the tables, but of their 
sons 21, or 33 per cent., were declared unsound. 
The following table shows the unsoundness in 
each generation :— 


UNSOUNDNESS IN FAMILY 3. 
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It will be noticed that, of the stallions descendants of 3°1 we find four were two years, 


examined, 244 were descendants of 3°1, 35°6 per 
cent. were unsound, represented by 75 per cent. 
unsound sons, 38°4 per cent. unsound grandsons, 
30°3 per cent. unsound great-grandsons, and 50 
per cent. great-great-grandsons, Unsoundness 
is such a prominent feature in the progeny of 
Family 3 that it may be considered as dominant, 
and an explanation must be looked for when 
soundness appears dominant in any branch. It 
would have been particularly interesting to have 
had examinations of all the members of this 
family as aged horses, for among the 153 sound 


60 were three years, 29 were four years, 43 were 
five years, and 16 were six years old or over 
aut the time of examination. As mature horses, 
there would have unquestionably been many 
more unsound members in the family than the 
total now recorded. 3°1 and many descendants 
of his not recorded in these tables are found 
very frequently on the dams’ side of unsound 
horses, which are descendants of stallions 
known to be sound. 

The first sound line in this family is noted in 
3°141 and his descendants. His sire 3°14 was 
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probably unsound for his dam was by a son 
of 1, and he would thus carry the factor for 
unsoundness on both sides of his pedigree. 3°14 
left two unsound sons and one son not examined, 
which left two unsound; yet his other son, 3°141, 
was sound when aged, and his six sons examined 
were also sound—-tive of them being five or over 
at examination. Three grandsons were sound, 
and two unsound. Evidently, therefore, un- 
soundness is not strongly developed in this line. 
Can we ascertain why? 

The dam of 3°141 was by 6a'11, Nine des- 
cendants of this line were examined as mature 
horses, and only one was unsound, and he 
carried the factor for unsoundness from 3°1, 
which was his maternal as well as paternal 
grandsire. It is probable that 6a°11 was sound, 
and his influence is seen through 3°141, other- 
wise there would be more unsoundness in this 
branch. 

315 (N.E.) left seven, or 20 per cent., un- 
soundness in 34 examined. There were eight 
sound sons and one unsound—he was 3°156 from 
a mare by 3, the founder of this family. 

In the next generation in which there are six 
unsound scattered through six branches, only 
two can be traced through their dams; they are: 

3°1541 from a mare by 3:100014, an unsound 
horse. 

3°1514 from a mare by 1:11, a very unsound 
horse. 

As there are 16 horses four years old or over 
in this branch sound, it may be assumed that 
the tendency to unsoundness is at any rate 
diminishing. The stallion 3°:102 was not ex- 
amined, but he left 13, or 4S per cent., sons, 
19, or 34 per cent., grandsons and three, or 75 
per cent., great grandsons with sidebone, and 
of the sound descendants, 24 were three years 
of age or under at time of examination. This 
horse appears very frequently as the sire of 
dams in unsound pedigrees. His son, 3°1020008, 
was badly sideboned. He left nine, or 33° per 
cent., sons, and three, or 75 per cent., grand- 
sons with sidebone, and 12 of the 18 sound sons 
were three years old or under. 

The balance of the members of this sub-family 
show so much unsoundness that one is forced 
to the conclusion that the defects are present in 
the stallions themselves, and could not be carried 
entirely by the dams. 3°1003, himself sideboned, 
left 40 per cent. of unsound sons, and 3°1004 
(U) left 23 per cent. sideboned and 3°1005 43 
per cent. unsound progeny. 

The line with 3:4 at its head is apparently 
sound, for, in the 17 descendants examined, of 
which nine were five years old or over, no trace 
of sidebone was found. 3°41, which left 12 
representatives, was from a mare by 61—a 
horse which, from the records, appears to be 
sound. 


(To be continued) 
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NEW YEAR MEETING OF COUNCIL, 
N.V.M.A. 


SSOCTATION vitality in so small a_ pro- 
fession as ours is to be assessed less in 
relation to membership—important as this is- 
than to the scope of its activities and the vigour 
with which these are prosecuted. Measurement 
by the superior standard can leave no oneindoubt 
of the sound state of health of the N.V.M.A. or 
of the consequent accession of responsibility 
accruing to Council at this time. 

Deep appreciation of this enhanced degree of 
responsibility was readily sensed upon attend- 
ance at the first quarterly meeting of Council, 
N.V.M.A. for the year, the proceedings of which 
ure reported in this issue, and this awareness 
was reflected in the cordial receipt of the Presi- 
dent’s reference to the value of co-ordinate 
action with the governing body of the profession 
Whenever (as in the instance which prompted 
his observation) the interests of all British 
veterinarians might be promoted thereby. 

On this occasion the comparatively brief pro- 
ceedings were largely in the nature of proof of 
the soundness of the Councilman’s favourite 
after-dinner utterance—that his real work is 
done in committee; and the fact that in Council 
some of it had to be undone was in no sense an 
ironic comment on the value of committee 
endeavour, but a tribute to the collective sense 
of responsibility which refuses to accelerate the 
conduct of Council business by the facile but 
fatal practice of “ rushing through ” committee 
reports. 

It was by this careful examination that the 
potentially valuable—it would not be an over- 
statement from the students’ point of view to say 
invaluable—Clinical Prize Scheme was saved 
from extinction. We are unreservedly glad that 
the timely intervention of one of the assessors, 
Mr. Male, secured a further lease of life for a 
competition which, at the moment when sentence 
of death was passed upon it, was commencing 
to show signs of animation. Submission this 
vear, if for the first time, of a fairly satisfactory 
number of case series—some of which, the 
Council were assured, are of high merit—was 
sufficient justification for the reprieve, but we 
would emphasise both the narrowness of the 
escape and the necessity for strong support for 
this year’s competition from students, from 
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those practitioners with whom they see practice 
and from the teaching staff of our schools who, 
if they would, could do much to establish the 
Scheme upon a= satisfactory and permanent 
basis. 

Further comments on this important matter 
must be left to a future issue, for we have now 
to direct attention to a titular decision of which, 
doubtless, much more will be heard. To the 
question—an old one, even in its application to 
the title of the Association— What’s in a 
name? ’—the Council, in effect, returned the 
upswer “ far too much,” and: will recommend 
accordingly to General Meeting. It is unlikely 
that the inevitable discussion upon it will share 
with the suggested new title “British Veterinary 
Association the commendable attribute of 
brevity, and it is with no desire to precipitate 
controversy that we comment that, in spite of 
itself, brevity has outgrown its association with 
wit to become the instinct of an era. 

That normally innocent item on the agenda 
“To fix place and date of next meeting ”’ 
acquired significance (in the light of last year’s 
fiasco at Birmingham) once the decision was 
reached that the April meeting should be the 
occasion for the Council’s annual venture into 
the provinces. Half measures in the fulfilment 
of the promise to go north having (somewhat 
deservedly) met with no success, resolve was 
unanimously made to travel not only the length 
of the land but well into the next: accordingly, 
Edinburgh will witness the holding of the next 
quarterly Council and committee meetings and, 
with the substitution of local rail fares for the 


Pe) 


distressing transit tribute hitherto demanded of 


those across the Border, Scottish satisfaction 
und attendance are assured. 





Speaking recently at Oxford, Sir Frederick 
Nathan said that it was estimated that between 
13.000 and 14,000 books dealing with scientific 
and technical subjects were published every year, 


vnd about 750,000 papers on these subjects in- 


some 15,000 periodicals appeared in the same 
period. 


x * * * % 


Silver fox and musquash farming has_ been 
added to Shropshire’s agricultural industries by 
the establishment of the Shraden Fur Farm, at 
Shrawardine, near Shrewsbury. 

Over 1,000 musquash (for which this is the 
first trapping season here) are on the farm. The 
musquash are kept in a 65-acre ranch, with a 
boundary fence of wire net, 3 feet high, with an 
inturn of 1 foot at the top, and sunk 2 feet into 
the ground, with an inturn of 1 foot. It is inter- 
esting to note that Shraden is probably the only 
ranch in the country where musquash are being 
kept in their wild natural state. The usual 
system is to keep them caged. 





Clinical Communications. 


DOG 


F. CHAMBERS, 0O.B.E., F.R.C.V.S., 
Wolverhampton 


This is a condition with which one meets all 
too frequently in town practice and so often one 
is unable to make a satisfactory cure. These 
fractures are usually due to the animal being 
run over, or into, by automobiles. 

For practical purposes fracture of the femur 
inay be divided into three Classes :— 

(1) Simple fractures. 
(2) Comminuted fractures, 
(3) Compound fractures, 

(1) Simple fractures may take place in the 
iniddle of the bone or at the proximal or distal 
ends. 

(2) In comminuted fractures the bone may be 
broken into several pieces, which may include 
the shaft and one of the ends. 

(3) Compound fractures, where the bone has 
penetrated muscle and skin, are fairly common. 

It is sometimes difficult to diagnose in the case 
of simple fractures the exact position of the 
break and it is here where advantage should be 
taken of the services of the radiologist. A 
radiograph will tell you exactly what the dam- 
age is and if treatment is likely to give a good 
result. 

Early diagnosis of fracture of the shaft of the 
femur is often difticult on account of the amount 
ot swelling from hemorrhage = and_ the 
muscularity of the part. In almost every case 
displacement occurs and the amount of which 
depends not only on the line of fracture but also 
the situation. 

In fracture of the upper third, the small 
fragment is usually tilted forwards, the end 
abducted and everted by the gluteals. The 
lower fragment is usualdy drawn upwards and 
to the inner side of the leg by the abductor 
muscles, but its position varies greatly. 

In the middle third the line of fracture 
usually slants, causing overiding of the frag- 
ments. The lower fragment is drawn upwards 
and inwards. In either case there is usually 
considerable laceration of the muscles (abduc- 
tor, vastus intermedius, gracilis, biceps 
femoris, ete.) by the sharp ends of the bones. 
Considerable hremorrhage follows and the large 
collection of blood around the ends delays re- 
pair. 

In fracture of the lower third the lower frag- 
ment may be drawn backwards by the gastroc- 
nemius. The fracture of the distal end may 
implicate the joint and this will probably result 
in a permanently stiff stifle joint. In my ex- 
perience a fracture of the proximal end is 
unlikely to mend correctly. There is constant 
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pull from the muscular attachments which 
causes continual movement. It is now realised 
that a certain amount of movement between the 
broken ends hastens repair, but in cases of this 
kind the displacement is too great. We cannot 
keep our patients in bed with a weight on the 
leg. Every time the dog moves, the bones are 
moved out of position. 

In treating these cases one has to decide :— 

(a) If there is a reasonable chance of ulti- 
mate recovery with suitable treatment. This 
will depend upon the site of the fracture and 
the position of the bones (as shown by skia- 
gram); 

(b) The age of the animal; 

(c) If the owner is prepared to do the con- 
stant nursing and supervision that these cases 
entail ; 

(d) Or, if the case is left in hospital, can the 
owner afford to pay the charges that are in- 
curred ? 

A very guarded prognosis should be given, 
for so often fractures of the femur are accom- 
panied by pelvic injuries and these latter may 


so easily be missed during the preliminary 
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examination. When it has been definitely de- 
cided that there is a fracture of the femur and 
the position of the fracture is known, either by 
direct manipulation or by X-ray, treatment will 
consist of immobilising the whole leg as com- 
pletely as possible. It will facilitate matters 
if the patient be given an injection of morphia 
to ensure stillness and lessen the pain. The 
leg is pulled on by an assistant in order to try 
and get the ends of the fractured bone in juxta- 
position. The leg is then covered with a sub- 
stance which will stick to the skin and material 
used, such as plaster of Paris, pitch or glue. 
These three substances are difficult to fix and 
keep on. The best substance that I have yet 
used is an American preparation called 
* Placette.” It is a water soluble gum solution 
which sets quite rapidly but not so hard that 
it will crack. It can be readily removed with 
hot water, If the patient is one of the long 
haired variety it will be necessary to clip off 
the hair. When the patient is under the action 
of the narcotic and the leg has been held rigid, 
“ Placette ” is applied with a broad brush al! 
over the leg and gluteal region. An open wove 
bandage is wound round the leg, commencing 





Fig. I—Skiagram of fracture of the distal third of femur, showing displacement. 
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from the paw and continued above the stifle as 
high as it is possible to go. Cotton-wool can 
be placed over bony prominences if desired, but 
it is not absolutely necessary. Strips of 
bandage are then carried upwards from the 
stifle region to the middle line or right over to 
the opposite gluteal region. More “ Placette ” 
is painted on and more strips of bandage until 


au good thick rigid cast of ‘“ Placette” and 
bandage is in position. The setting of the 


“Placette ” can be hastened by spraying with 
industrial spirit. By the time the patient has 
come out of the narcotic and evinces a desire 
to move, the cast will be firm and not easily 
dislodged by the dog himself. Some dogs will, 
after a few days, try and lick or bite the cast, 
but this should be prevented by muzzling be- 


tween meals when the animal cannot be 
watched. The cast should be left on for five 
weeks. 


In the case of comminuted fractures I do not 
think that many cases make complete re- 
coveries. A false joint usually results. In 
comminuted fractures where there is no great 
displacement the splintered fragments are mat- 
ted together by the profuse cellular exudate 


a 
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which is subsequently converted into callus, 
The removal of the clot and the conversion of 
the exudate into callus usually takes about 14 
days. 

Cases of a compound fracture, whilst not in 
some instances absolutely hopeless, are in the 
majority better destroyed, The wound is usually 
a very ugly one, badly contaminated and the 
fracture one of the oblique type. Where treat- 


ment is desired and perhaps demanded the 
animal should be given a dose of morphia 
followed by a general anesthetic. The 
hair on the surrounding skin is shaved 
off and the wound cleansed as much = as 
possible with acriflavine solution. It may 


be necessary to enlarge the wound in order to 
expose the bones so that they may be wired 
either by drilling and fixing with a mattress 
suture or by simply putting a collar around and 
screwing up tight with forceps, It is by no 
means an easy operation. The wound is then 
well anointed with BIPP ointment, and drawn 
together with sutures as much as_ possible, 
There is usually plenty of room available for 
drainage. Sepsis is bound to occur and the after 
treatment is long and tedious. Necrosis of the 





Fig. 11.—Skiagram of hind quarters of dog showing comminuted fracture of femur and fracture of 


the ilium. A hopeless case. 
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ends of the bone may take place and the end 
of all our trouble is the lethal chamber. 
Operative treatment for a case of simple frac- 
ture of the shaft is sometimes desirable, 
especially when one cannot get the ends of the 
bone in anything like a reasonable position or 
alignment. If the fractured ends overlap and 
are kept from contact by interposition of mus- 
cular tissue, reunion will not take place. The 
same applies in a comminuted fracture where 
the ends are widely separated. 

The conversion of a simple fracture into an 


open one for the plating or wiring of the bone. 


in the dog, is not to be undertaken lightly. Even 
if strict aseptic precautions are observed there 
is always a grave risk of the wound becoming 
contaminated. The surgical approach to the 
femur has been well described by Blount (Vet. 
Record, Vol. ix, No. 2, Jan. 12th, 1929, 
pp. 29-81), but if one decides to operate it is 
well to delay surgical interference for a few 
days in order to allow the swelling to subside and 
the blood and exudate to be absorbed. Various 
methods of fixing the bones are in vogue, for 
which I would advise the reader to consult his 
inanual on surgery. 





GRUNTING IN HORSES 


C. P. HYNES, M.R.C.V.S., 
Lismore 


Reading the query re grunting in a recent 
issue of the Veterinary Record, 1 am tempted 
to give my unsophisticated views on the matter, 
but hope to read a much more scientific dis- 
sertation from colleagues better qualified to 
write thereon. 

I would divide grunting, roughly, into three 
categories : (1) the obvious grunt of disease, 7.e., 
paralysis of the left recurrent nerve and 
associated larynx; (2) the modified grunt which 
‘indicates an incipient paralysis, though the 
horse may otherwise gallop sound; (3) the 
nervous grunt, the habit grunt and other grunts, 
emanating from unrecognisable sources, which 
may have no association with a horse’s 
wind. The chief trouble and doubt which 
arises in the examiner’s mind, I think, 
is principally occasioned by the third sec- 
tion. The grunt of the roarer is well recog- 
nised as a loud, deep sound, with a decided 
“tail” to it, or (to use a musical expression) 
a gradual diminuendo, indicating the slow 
closure of a partially paralysed glottis. The 
sound is produced during the animal's attempt 
to brace or braze the abdominal muscles against 
the threatened stroke, just as the boxer does 
when a straight left or hooked right threatens 
him in the solar plexus. 

The partially paralysed glottis, unable to res- 
pond quickly to volition, slowly reduces the 
laryngeal lumen—what time the air rushes 
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through, and this, coupled with the probable 
Vibration of a flaccid arytenoid, produces the 
noise above described. On galloping such a 
horse it will generally be found that he is a 
roarer or at least makes a “bad noise’; if not, 
then he comes into category No. 2. In this 
class we get a grunt of varying distinctness, and 
if it is fairly constant and decided, especially if 
inclined to have a “ tail,” then, although the 
horse gallops sound, one would be well advised 
to cast him as a grunter, with a tendency to play 
the “ pipes of Pan ” at no very distant date. In 
this class, too, may be put the horse that grunts 
coming off his fences. A friend of mine of long 
experience, examined a blood horse some time 
ago, which he knew very well as a reputedly 
sound horse, well seasoned and a great  per- 
former. The animal galloped perfectly sound 
and knowing the horse so well he did not bother, 
or at least forgot to “ grunt ” him. The pur- 
chaser afterwards discovered that the horse was 
a grunter, althongh otherwise perfectly sound. 
The sequel was an action at law, in which the 
learned judge decided that my friend was guilty 
of negligence and duly mulcted him in a con- 
siderable sum; therefore one has to be careful 
in these matters and take nothing for granted. 
It is difficult to make any hard or fast rule: 
there are no scientific calipers to apply, so one 
has to be guided by experience and be able to 
judge the grunt one must absolutely reject, or 
the kind with which one can afford to take a 
risk, but there is always the element of risk. 
The latter variety may be classed under the 
third heading and may be caused by a natural 
nervousness on the part of the horse. It is 
usually a shortish sound—a catching of the 
breath, as it were, but devoid of “tail.” If 
the animal be threatened often enough and finds 
out that you are not actually going to strike 
him, the emission either becomes intermittent, 
lesser in volume (always retaining its short 
character) or may disappear altogether. 
Honestly, | do not think it is fair to cast a 
horse for this condition, especially if he stands 
up to a severe trial and proves sound, but | 
would like to dispel any doubt in my mind by 
a fairly severe gallop, carefully noting the res- 
piratory sounds both during movement and at 
the moment of pull up, always remembering to 
mention the fact to my client. I remember 
buying at the “ right price” a very nice young 
blood horse and a bit nervous, after he was re- 
jected by a certain veterinary surgeon as a 
* grunter.” He certainly emitted a short 
nervous grunt, something like that above des- 
cribed, but I chanced him as he was otherwise 
quite sound and the price was not going to 
* break the bank.” I had him threatened with 
a stick daily for a week or so and when he found 
it was all “ ballyhoo ” he stopped the emission 
completely. I sold him soon afterwards and he 


























January 
subsequently wona good number of point-to-point 
races and was eventually resold at a fairly big 
figure, so he must have remained sound to the 
end. Nevertheless, one must not always expect 
this “ lived happy ever after ” kind of sequel 
in such cases. 

To make a long story short, we can only 
say there are grunts and grunts, and really 
practical:experience is the only means whereby 
one can differentiate between the different 
varieties of these sometimes puzzling expiratory 
explosions. 

Finally, I may mention what I consider the 
best means of “ grunting ” a horse, especially 
if one is in doubt and wishes to obtain the true 
note and prove the existence or not of * tail” (1 
hate this expression, but it is colloquial and ex- 
pressive, so it will have to do). Approach the 
unimal on the near side with a closed umbrella 
in your hands, observing that he has a clear 
view of your movements, Quietly point the 
business end of your parachute towards the 
animal’s ribs and then suddenly open or half 
open it, repeating the performance as often as 
required. If your horse is a real grunter you 
will certainly hear and be able to appreciate the 
note at its true value, especially if the subject 
has been faked or threatened to indifference by 
frequent applications of the stick. The peculiar 
sound of an opening umbrella and the sudden 
uppearance of an uncanny black vampire in the 
region of your horse’s ribs, will, in nine cases 
out of ten, make him emit the real grunt if it 
is there. IL think, also, that this procedure 
looks somewhat more professional than the 
groom-like acrobatics one has to perform, in the 
ordinary way, with an ash plant or the cane. 
If one can borrow a friend’s umbrella for the 
Inanoeuvre so much the better, but for that 
Inatter any villainous old gamp will do as long 
as it opens quickly and is manipulated in the 
proper Inanner. 

I apologise for not having treated a most im- 
portant query in a more decorous fashion, but 
there are others, | hope, who will. 





In a statement issued from the Salford City 
Health Department, Mr. H. E. Monk, B.sc., F.1.¢., 
Public Analyst, cites a number of instances of 
misdescription and misstatement that have been 
met with in Salford during the past five years. 
These instances include gross exaggeration as 
well as failure to declare that the article described 
consists wholly or in part of cheap substitutes. 
Sometimes statements to that effect are made in 
type so small as to be valueless, and sometimes 
the statement is covered by an opaque wrapper. 

Samples of cod-liver-oil tablets described as 
“two hundred and fifty times as rich in vitamins 
as the best butter” were found to be of such poor 
quality that five tablets contained less vitamin 
than one drop of genuine cod-liver-oil. Castor 
oil pills contained a minute trace of castor oil, so 
minute that if the action depended upon it at 
least 1,000 of the pills would have to be taken 
to obtain the minimum dose. 
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Abstracts 


_* The Veterinary Profession.” HALL, M. C. 
North American Veterinarian, Vol. 13. No. 1. 
January, 1932... 

This report of an extemporaneous — post- 
prandial address makes refreshing reading in 
these days of economic depression, for here is 
a Iman who can turn present adversity to good 
account. At the very least it justifies his theme: 
“If the veterinary profession was riding high 
on the crest of things and all veterinarians were 
prosperous, and all of them were sound pro- 
fessional men, it would hardly be worth while 
to come here and talk about it.” It appears 
that the really attractive thing about the veteri- 
hary profession is that it has no past (may one 
presume Dr. Hall speaks here for the New 
World only’) and has correspondingly endless 
possibilities for the future. The Old World 
joins up with him there, while it must confess 
to a further association in his assertion that 
to-day the American people are a long way from 
being scientific: “ They have but the dimmest 
appreciation of what constitutes science : 
There are no scientists in the hall of fame. If 
you were to put a plebiscite to the people to 
name a distinguished scientist, they would not 
name one, but inventors and popularisers of 
scientific discoveries.” 

Here, as in America, the veterinary profes- 
sion is unique in that it is not an overcrowded 
profession, and with us, too, “now is a good 
time for the young man who is considering going 
into a profession to think about taking up veteri- 
nary medicine.” This contemplation is res- 
tricted, however, and there is nothing local 
nbout the complaint that the average young man 
does not know that there is such a thing as 
veterinary medicine and has no idea of what 
the veterinarian does. Were it otherwise, could 
our rulers continue to acquiesce in the compara- 
tive impoverishment of British veterinary 
science ? 

Maurice Hall reminds this young man—and 
particularly that representative of him who has 
n leaning towards veterinary work- that our 
profession is not one which merely treats sick 
animals. In America—and to some extent we 
have European counterparts—*“ the Federal 
Bureau employs 1,700, the army employs a 
veterinary corps, every state employs a state 
veterinarian and usually a number of assistants. 
Counties and cities, college and agricultural 


schools, commercial houses employ them. All 
of these quite aside from the practising veteri- 
harian who treats sick animals. There are 


veterinarians who stand on guard at your ports 
to keep out diseases from foreign countries. 
They stamp out diseases which enter this 
country. They are driving the cattle tick out 
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of the United States. They will wage war on 
hog cholera, rabies and other diseases. They 
are finding new agencies for the diagnosis of 
disease and many means of controlling disease 
and wiping it out. They look after the diseases 
of birds and game in parks and fur-bearing 
wnimals in captivity.” 

Is the measure of financial reward secured 
by the practise of one’s profession the true 
criterion of its desirability or, for that matter, 
of its standing? Here is what Maurice Hall 
has to say about that :— 

* When you look at this business of veterinary 
medicine, when you compare it with any other 
profession—and exclude none of them from con- 
sideration—I still feel rather pleased I am 
associated with the veterinary profession and 
I would not exchange that association to be 
associated with some other profession on the 
basis this other was a better profession, We can- 
not command and do not command the impres- 
sive fees of the distinguished physician and 
lawyer. As a matter of fact, if a man does 
not have that interest in medicine or animals 
or research of which [ spoke, if he is animated 
by a desire to get rich he will not wish to enter 
the veterinary profession because he will not 
find much compensation there. But we are in 
need of good men, hard workers, loyal men, who 
have the idea of service to the community, but 
if the man has only the idea of getting rich we 
having nothing to offer him and I am glad of it.” 

At the risk of being deemed guilty of that 
“complacency which precedes a crash,” the 
abstractor would claim that, in Europe, at all 
events, the veterinary profession is already well 
advanced along a road upon which it would 
appear that our American colleagues have not 
long set foot: “ I think that the American veteri- 
nary medical profession to-day already has its 
eyes on the future as the time when this pro- 
fession will have the status of a learned profes- 
sion with all that that implies in profes- 
sional ability and economic attributes and 
cultural characteristics.” 

Finally, let the struggling clinician read this, 
and rejoice: “ The veterinarian is still a man 
who uses his hands and eyes and his ears and 
nose to make a diagnosis. He does not ask the 
patient a couple of fool questions and write a 
prescription. I do not mean to say any good 
physician does that, but the poor ones can do it 
and get away with it and we can not—and that’s 
a good thing for us.” 

W. B. 
¥ x ¥ % % 
| Atypical Cases of Equine Epizoétie Lymphangi- 
tis. Paine, R. Vet. Jour. Vol. 87, No, 12. 


December, 1931. pp. 576-577. | 

Records the occurrence in the same neighbour- 
hood (near Grahamstown, South Africa), and 
during a period of 18 months, of 58 cases of 





equine epizootic lymphangitis, of which the 
following is an analysis: Isolated lesions upon 
the udder, sheath or penis, without any appar- 
ent cording of the lymphatics in 28 cases; 
numerous lesions with more or less cording be- 
tween the fore and hind legs, only 29 cases; 
lesions on the sheath between the legs, and one 
closed lesion on the point of the shoulder, one 
case. 

A cording of the associated lymphatics is 
customarily held to be typical of the disease, and 
the author claims his to be the first recorded 
observation of the presence of one or more 
isolated sores of long standing without any 
appreciable cording of the lymphatics in the 
neighbourhood. 

The sites of the lesions are exceptional, for the 
most part, and the usual direct injuries are not 
incriminated in their causation. Paine follows 
Henning and Jarvis in associating ticks with 
transmission and suggests that possibly in tick- 
infested areas equine epizootic-lymphangitis is 
much more prevalent than is generally realised. 

W. B. 
% * % % % 
| The Formation of Pigeon Milk. Beams, H. W., 

and Meyer, R. K. Physiol. Zoology 4 (1931): 

486-500. Ex. Vel. Med. Jan., 1932.) 

Pigeon “ milk” is a white, slimy substance 
in the crop of the parent birds at the time of 
rearing the young. Its formation may be 
divided into two separate and distinct phases. 

The prosecretive phase constitutes the process 
by which the globules of fat are stored in the 
cells of the crop. The observations of the 
authors suggest that the deposition of fat in 
these cells is by a secretory process. The fat 
droplets begin to appear in the part of the cyto- 
plasm next to the nucleus and take on the form 
of small globules. The formation of the fat 
droplets in the nutritive epithelium sets in a 
few days following the beginning hypertrophy 
of the crop. After considerable fat has formed 
in the nutritive cells, they rarely divide. It is 
assumed that the deposition of fat in these cells 
is associated with cell degeneration. 

The second phase is the desquamation phase, 
that is, the process by which the superficial fat- 
laden cells are separated from the crop epithe- 
lium and come to lie in the lumen, constituting 
the pigeon “ milk.” From here it is regurgitated 
to the beak of the young squab. This final 
process of pigeon “ milk ” formation cannot he 
considered a secretory one. It simply involves 
nu desquamation of the epithelial cells that are 
laden with fat, into the lumen of the crop. Here 
we have the whole cell protoplasm plus its stor- 
age granules (fat) forming the final product of 
pigeon “ milk.” 

The formation of pigeon “ milk ” seems to 
differ from the sebaceous “ secretion ” in that 
the entire cell does not become yacuolated and 
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disintegrated until it has become desqua- 
mated into the lumen. The chief differ- 
ence in the mechanics of the formation of the 
final products of the oil glands of birds and 
that of the pigeon crop seems to lie in the fact 
that the outermost cells in the oil glands of 
birds appear to break down completely by 
vacuolisation and, subsequently, to empty their 
contents into ducts, while in the pigeon crop 
the cells are sloughed off in toto into the lumen 
and subsequently disintegrate. 

It is noted that the secretion (synthesization) 
ot the globules of fat in the cells of the lobes 
of the pigeon crop is perhaps~very similar to 
the formation of the globule of fat in the 
epithelial cells of the mammary gland. 

At any rate, the formation of the so-called 
pigeon “milk” is a unique process among 
vertebrate animals, in that a complete sacrifice 
of cell structure takes place to form the nour- 
ishment for the young. 

* * * * * 
| Further Researches into Anzemias of the Horse. 

Kirupski, A. Schweiz. Arch. {. Tierhlk. 1931. 

Vol. 73. pp. 435-442. 

This is a continuation of work previously re- 
ported in the same periodical during 1980. The 
author states that the infectious virus caused 
anemia of horses, which is well known in 
Germany but does not occur widely in Switzer- 
land, although forms of “ pernicious anzmia ” 
of different etiology are not uncommon. He 
believes that these cases are primarily asso- 
ciated with streptococcal infection. It has been 
found by considerable research work that 
streptococci can cause a marked reduction in 
red blood cells and in hemoglobin and that after 
the recovery from the acute infection the 
anemia persists: this is said to be due to im- 
paired hremopoiesis consequent upon that 
infection. 

What is required most urgently is a reliable 
method of immunisation against streptococci in 
general and S. equi in particular. 

Reference is made to recent research work 
on immunity in strangles, but neither the use of 
vaccines containing fully virulent or attenuated 
organisms, nor that of culture filtrates has so 
far given satisfactory results. 

J. T. EK. 


* * * 


| Treatment of the Retention of After-birth and 
of Metritis following Delivery and the Action 
of “Silargel” (Heyden). SCHLICHTING, 
Tierdrztl. Rdsch. xxxvii. 457-458. (12. refs.) 
As the uterine mucous membrane in cattle, 
on account of its weak absorbing capacity, is 
more resistant and less susceptible to the action 
of various drugs than is the case with other 
domestic animals or with the human female, 
the author considers that cold or lukewarm 





irrigations with weak disinfecting solutions are 
not counter-indicated in bovines during the post- 
partum period if there is an accumulation of 
uterine secretion, or if septiczemie and sapremic 
signs are present. 

Of late, considerable use has been made of 
Silargel by veterinary obstetricians in Germany 
on account of its absorbing and disinfecting 
action. According to the description given by 
manufacturers, Silargel is a colloidal silicie acid 
containing fine particles of silver chloride’ in 
fast colloidal solution, the Ag. content being 0°5 
per cent. Small rods (pessaries?) containing 
about 7O per cent. of Silargel have been pre- 
pared for the treatment of the retention of after- 
birth and its sequele. 

Where manual removal of the after-birth has 
failed and animals show clinical symptoms of 
general character, or if there is an offensive 
discharge, Silargel in the form of rods can be 
used with success, as proved by the author on 
73 bovine cases at the obstetrical clinique of 
the Berlin Veterinary High School. The action 
of the drug in septiczeemic and sapreemie condi- 
tions will be the subject of further investigations, 

H. F. 





DAIRY CATTLE AND MEAT INSPECTION IN 
MID-ARGYLL 


At a recent meeting of the Mid-Argyll County 
Council the county medical officer reported to 
the Public Health Committee that no veterinary 
inspector had as yet taken up practice in Mid- 
Argyll, and that until arrangements could be made 
for the supervision of this area it would not be 
possible to submit a complete scheme for the 
inspection of dairy cattle and meat inspection 
within the county. 

The Committee recommended that they be 
authorised to advertise for a veterinary inspector 
for the districts of Mid-Argyll and Islay, to be 
resident in Mid-Argyll. 

The clerk was instructed to enquire whether 
the Department of Agriculture would be prepared 
to arrange for the establishment of a scheme 
similar to that in operation for medical services 
in the Highlands under which crofters and small 
farmers in the county could obtain the services 
of a veterinary surgeon at a modified fee. 

The recommendation was approved, and, in 
view of the pressing need for a_ veterinary 
surgeon in the district, a small” committee was 
appointed to deal with the applications and 
make the appointment without waiting for the 
next meeting of the County Council. 


x 4 *% 


The County Veterinary Officer for Pembroke- 
shire (Mr. A. J. S. Reynolds) has drawn the atten- 
tion of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts 
Committee to the fact that some farmers have 
built haysheds and a cowshed as a lean-to, so that 
the cows were able to breathe and cough directly 
on to the hay in the hayshed. This practice, said 
the Veterinary Officer, should be condemned for 
the reason that one tuberculous cow might infect 
any animal on the farm to which the hay might 
be fed. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


A meeting of the Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland was held at the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, 10, Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1, on Tuesday, January 5th, 1982, 
with the President, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. 
Simpson, in the chair. 

There were also present Mr. H. Bell, Captain 
J. C. Coleman, Professor J. F. Craig, Mr. H. W. 
Dawes, Major F. L. Gooch, Mr. H. Gooch, 
Major H. Kirk, Professor J. Macqueen, Messrs. 
G. P. Male and G. T. Matthews, Major-General 
Sir John Moore, Captain S. J. Motton, Messrs. 
W. Nairn and R. Barons Nelder, Majors 
Rh. H. H. Over and D. S. Rabagliati, Mr. W. D. 
Rees, Captains J. R. Rider and R. Simpson, 
Major <A. Spreull, Messrs. H. P. Standley, 
W. R. Watson, J. Willett, R. A. Willett, Pro- 
fessor G. H. Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, 
wnd Lieutenant-Colonel T. Dunlop Young, to- 
gether with Mr. C. O. Langley, the Association's 
Solicitor, and Mr. F. Knight, General Secretary. 

The PRESIDENT, at the outset, observed that 
before they commenced the business of the day, 
he desired to take advantage of his position to 
wish them all a very happy New Year, indi- 
vidually and as a Council, and to express the 
hope that the National Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation would continue to prosper as he thought 
they might safely say it had done in the past. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The minutes of the October meeting of Council 
having been printed in the Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read and were signed as correct, 
on the proposition of Major Goocu, seconded by 
Professor CRAIG. 

The Secretary informed the Council that, aris- 
ing out of the minutes of the Annual Meeting 
held at Norwich, a letter had been received 
from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
acknowledging the <Association’s letter of 
August 31st, with which was forwarded a copy 
of the resolution passed at Norwich on the 
routine veterinary inspection of dairy herds. 

Arising out of the minutes of the last meeting, 
the Secretary read a communication from Dr. 
I. C. Minett, asking to be relieved of his 
membership of the Editorial Committee of the 
Association, owing to pressure of work which 
rendered it difficult for him to attend the meet- 
ings of the Committee. Dr. Minett added that 
he had no intention of withdrawing his support 
from the Record as a contributor, or in any 
other respect. 

The PRESIDENT commented that the Council 
were of course sorry to lose Dr. Minett’s close 
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association with the Editorial Committee as a 
member; at the same time his other services 
would not be lost to the Committee and no doubt 
they would be as valuable as in the past. The 
receipt of Dr. Minett’s resignation rendered it 
necessary to appoint a member to take his place 
on the Editorial Committee. 

On the proposition of Major Kirk, seconded 
by Major Rapacuiati, Dr. A. Leslie Sheather 
Was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Apologies for absence.—The Secretary inti- 
mated the receipt of apologies for absence from 
the meeting from the following :— 

Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Colonel H. G. 
Bowes, Mr. W. H. Brooke, Major T. Dalling, 
Mr. F. A, Davidson, Major Brennan De Vine, 
Major A. C. Duncan, Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. 
PP. J. Howard, Captain J. F. Macdonald, Pro- 
fessor McCunn, Major J. G. McGregor, the Hon. 
Secretary (Mr. McIntosh) owing to the death 
of his father, Mr. R. Moore, Dr. R. F. 
Montgomerie, Captain A. W. Noel Pillers, Mr. 
J. N. Ritchie, Major J. H. Taylor, Mr. W. 
Tweed, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, Captain W. G. 
Wragg (Hon. Treasurer), Mr. William Woods, 
and Professor J. G. Wright. 

The PRESIDENT observed that he was sure 
that, before passing on to the next business, 
they would all desire that they should extend 
their sympathies to their Hon. Secretary in 
the loss he had sustained. (“‘Aye.”) He would 
therefore instruct the Secretary to write a letter 
to Mr. MeIntosh to say how sorry his fellow 
members of Council were to hear of his 
bereavement. 





CORRESPONDENCE 

(1) From the Secretary of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, dated October 12th, 
1931, in the following terms :— 

“At the meeting of the Council of this 
College held on Friday last a report was 
received relating to the action taken by the 
Ministry of Agriculture in relation to the 
Instructions to Veterinary Advisory Oificers, 
as a result of the joint representations made 
by the Parliamentary Committee and the 
National Veterinary Medical Association. I 
was thereupon instructed to convey to the 
Council of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association the thanks of my Council for 
their assistance and co-operation in this 
matter.” 

The PreEsIDENT said that that letter was an 
expression of thanks from the R.C.V.S. for 
what help the Association had been able to give 
them, and he thought it was a very nice thing 
to think that the * National” and the Royal 
College were working so closely together in 
matters that appertained to the welfare of the 
profession. (Hear, hear.) 

(2) From the Royal Institute of Public 
Health, inviting the Council to appoint delegates 
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io the Annual Congress of the Institute, to be 
held in the City of Belfast from May 10th-15th, 
19382. 

Replying to a member, the PRESIDENT said 
that there was no veterinary section of this 
Congress, though there was one some years ago 
(when the Association sent a delegate), but it 
was discontinued in consequence, he feared, of 
lack of support from the profession. 

Council, after a brief discussion, decided that 
delegates be sent, and appointed the President 
(and/or his nominee) and Mr. Ewing Johnston. 
of Belfast, as representatives. 

Membersh.p of the Association 

The Secretary reported that the number of 
members on the Register of the Association at 
December 81st, 1931, was 1,672. 

Obituary List.—Council stood in silent tribute 
while the Secretary read the following list of 
members who had passed away during the 
quarter :— 

Messrs. E. J. Allen (Bedford), E. Whitley 
Baker (Wimborne), J. Davidson (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne), T. D. Hughes (Woodstock), Lieut.- 
Colonel H. C. Jagger (Chackmore), Mr. ID. B. 
todger (London) and Mr. W. Wintle (Newton 
Abbot). 

Resignations.—The Secretary announced the 
following resignations from membership of the 
Association during the quarter, commenting 
that at the end of the year the resignation list 
was inevitably longer than at other times :— 

Major R. F. Bett (R.A.V.C.), Messrs. R. 
Branford (India), A. Whitelaw Carter (Fern- 
hurst), W Dale (Coventry), Captain J. 
Donaldson (W. Kilbride), Messrs. A. @. 
Gordon (Ballymagroanty), W. S. Gray (Dur- 
ham), J. Heard (Nigeria), J. T. Holmes 
(Bourne), Captain S. Hunter (Londonderry), 
Captain J. B. Idle (Burma), Captain J. H. G. 
Jerrom (India), Messrs. H. O’ Boyle 
(Australia), J. Richards (London), Colonel! 
T. W. Rudd (Little Tredunnock), Messrs. A. 
Scott (Morpeth), W. Scott (Bridgwater), Major 
W. Sherriff (Stevenage), Captain H. E. Smithers 
(Edgware), Messrs. T. G. Sommerville (Liver- 
pool), Major H. C. Stewart (R.A.V.C.), Mr. 
Ik). H. Svephens (New Zealand), Major A. N. M. 
Swanston (Ledbury), and Mr. H. C. Wilkie 
(Penzance). 

In addition to the above, proceeded the Secre- 
tary, a number of names had been struck off 
the <Association’s Register under Article 380 
(Members in arrear with their subscriptions for 
over two years). The list was as follows :— 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. S. H. Baldrey (Cairo), 
Captain G. W. Begg (Inverness), Captain 
F. S. Clay (Burnham-on-Sea), Captain H. E. 
(Cairo), Mr. L. MeLaren (Perth), 
Nicholas (R.A.V.C.), 


(Cross 


Major B. J. W. 
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Captain A. G. Ralston (R.A.V.C.), Messrs. G. 
Scade (Nairobi), J. Troughear (Ruislip), BE. A. 
Webb (Newcastle Emlyn), Captain PVP. F. 
Wilson (Stranraer), Mr. EF. J. Hyland (Ded- 
dington) and Major F. W. H. Thomas (Bognor), 

The PRESIDENT said that the Council had 
heard the list of resignations: was it their wish 
that they be accepted? All the gentlemen con- 
cerned had been asked to reconsider their de- 
cision, but without avail. 

Major Kirk enquired how that loss in mem- 
bers compared with that for the previous year: 
the list seemed a very long one. 

The PRESIDENT replied that many of the resig- 
nations were received from members resident 
abroad: doubtless the economic situation was a 
factor. 

The SECRETARY informed the Council that at 
the corresponding time last year the number of 
resignations was 14: this year’s list numbered 
twenty-four. 

Mr. CoLeEMAN asked, inasmuch as most. of 
those resignations were in respect of members 
resident abroad, would it not be possible to make 
some subscription concession during the time 
that members were overseas? 

The PRESIDENT replied that it would be open 
to any member to give notice that he desired 
to bring that matter forward at some future 
time. 

The resignations were accepted with regret, 
on the proposition of Major Over, seconded by 
Mr. NAIRN. 

New Members.—On the proposition of Mr. 
NAIRN, seconded by Major RasBaGuiati, the 
following gentlemen, who had filled in the re- 
quisite form of nomination and had paid their 
subscription, were unanimously elected as Mem- 
bers of the Association :— 

Miss KE. A. RR. Burnett (Calderbridge), 
Messrs. T. J. Carroll (Cavan), W. L. 
Dwerryhouse (Widnes), Adam Gibb (Mother. 
well), C. V. Golledge (Trowbridge), William 
Grant (Kirkintilloch), William Jones (Welsh- 
pool), Miss M. G. Jordan (Manchester), Messrs. 
I), Kelleher (Bantry), J. Lawther (Down- 
patrick), Miss B. L. Lock (Brookwood), Messrs. 
H. G. MeShane (Chelmsford), M, H. W. Miller 
(Penzance), W. Nyhan (Mallow), J. P. O'Reilly 
(Dublin), (. R. A, Powell (Luton), R. F. Ross 
(Bishopbriggs), and J. G. Speed (Dundee). 

In the reply to Professor WooLpRIpGE, the 
SECRETARY stated that Dr. Bullock very kindly 
supplied the Association with a list of all new 
graduates, each of whom received, immediately 
on graduation, a special letter inviting them 
to join the N.V.M.A. 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Organising Committee 
Captain J. R. Riper (Secretary) read and 
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moved the reception and adoption of the follow- 
ing report of this Committee :— 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was 
held at the offices of the Association on Monday, 
January 4th, 1932, when Captain J. R. Rider was 
re-appointed Chairman of the Committee. 

The Minutes of the last meeting, having been 
printed in the Veterinary Record, were taken as 
read and signed. 

The Committee was gratified to learn that the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons had expressed its appreciation of the 
action taken by the Association to counteract the 
misleading advertisements of unqualified persons 
by inserting a counter-advertisement in the local 
newspapers warning the public against persons 
who advertise in this way. 

It was reported that dering the past quarter 
four cases had been dealt with on these lines, 
after communication with the local practitioners; 
the districts concerned being Blackburn, Darling- 
ton, Hull, and Wembley and Harrow. 

A suggestion was made that advertisements of 
a similar character should appear in local news- 
papers at more frequent intervals, and in view 
of the cost of such, advertising it was decided to 
usk the Finance Committee to allocate a certain 
sum annually for this purpose. 

The Committee had before it a letter from the 
R.S.P.C.A. forwarding a card relating to the 
Ae sll : a gg ne - ‘ 

Canine Medical Service ” with the information 
that their Branch Secretaries had been warned 
not to associate themselves with this organisa- 
tion. A communication on this matter had been 
received from the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and, after consideration, it was decided 
to leave it in the hands of that body, the Secre- 
tary being instructed to continue his enquiries. 


SCHEMES FOR THE FREE TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 
OF THE PooR 


A communication was received from the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to the 
effect that the Registration Committee had 
decided that where members of the profession 
are organised under a scheme approved by the 
N.V.M.A. to carry out free treatment for sick 
animals of the poor in any town or locality, no 
exception will be taken to the publication of 
notices indicating where the treatment can be 
obtained, provided that the notices are confined 
strictly to the names, qualifications and addresses 
of the veterinary surgeons participating in the 
Scheme. 

The Committee directed that a copy of this 
letter should be sent to all Divisions for informa- 
tion. 

Reports were received from all the Divisions 
(with the exception of the Lancashire, Mid-West 
and South Wales and South Eastern). intimating 
the result of their consideration of the Associa- 
tion’s memorandum on the need of facilities for 
treating animals of the poor, and the steps which 
were being taken to deal with the situation in 
their areas. 

The Committee fully considered these replies 
and is pleased to report that in the majority of 
cases substantial progress is being made. In 
other cases steps are being taken to expedite 
matters, where necessary. 

The Committee purpose communicating with 
the R.S.P.C.A., explaining the present position 


and inviting them to use their influence with 
their own Branches in order to bring the schemes 
into early operation. 

Information was received that the article 
entitled “The Veterinary Profession and _ its 
Obligation to the Public, prepared by Dr. O. C. 
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Bradley, had been published in 22 newspapers; 
covering Scotland, the North of England, York- 
shire and the Southern and Western Counties, 
as well as in several agricultural and dog papers. 

The Committee having decided to continue 
this form of publicity, it was agreed that the 
next article in the series should deal with 
“Recent Achievements of Veterinary Science,” 
and to aid in the preparation of this the Editorial 
Representative be asked to collect the relevant 
information. 

It was reported that attempts had been made 
in two instances to correct misleading state- 
ments appearing in the lay press, but that in 
only one case had _ the correction been 
published. 

Sympathetic consideration was given to a com- 
munication from Mr. R. S. White, of Liverpool, 
conveying Resolutions passed at a recent meeting 
of Merseyside practitioners with regard to pro- 
fessional publicity. 

After discussion the Committee felt, however, 
that no action should be taken until these Resolu- 
tions had been before the Lancashire Division. 

The Secretary read the report of the Assessors 
for the Clinical Prize Scheme for Students on the 
notes submitted by the five entrants for last 
year’s competition. 

It was agreed to recommend to the Council 
that the prizes be awarded as follows: — 

First Prize, £15, to Mr. N. H. Brooksbank, 
Royal Veterinary College, London. 

Second Prize, £7, to Mr. W. A. Milligan, 
Glasgow Veterinary College. 

Third Prize, £3, to Mr. Samuel Jamieson, 
Glasgow Veterinary College. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
Assessors (Messrs. P. J. Howard, D. Imrie and 
G. P. Male), for their valuable services to the 
Association in connection with the competition. 

It was resolved to recommend to the Council 
that the Scheme be discontinued in view of the 
unsatisfactory number of entrants. 


Major Kirk seconded the motion. The 
PRESIDENT declared the report open for 
discussion. 

Mr. G. P. MALE asked, if the report were 
adopted, did it mean that the Clinical Prize 
Scheme for Students would be discontinued? 
|The PREsIDENT: “That is so.”] Because he 
thought it would be a pity if that were to hap- 
pen. As one of the Assessors, he had the pleas- 
ure of going through the papers submitted for 
award in connection with the competition for 
1931—the result of which they had just heard 
—and some of them were up to a very high 
standard indeed and showed most careful obser- 
vation. Although the number of students par- 
ticipating was not large, the facts he had stated 
did show that the entrants had taken a great 
interest in the competition and he thought it was 
doing good. If the Scheme could be made more 
widely known, possibly more of the students 
would participate. 

He would suggest that the Scheme be con- 
tinued for another year, at all events; then, if 
the number of entrants was very few, the matter 
could be reconsidered. 

The SeEcrRETARY stated that the number of en- 
trants averaged three. In 1930 there was only 
one entrant (who was awarded a consolation 
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prize); last year (1931) there were five entrants. 

Major Kirk said that he was sorry to have to 
disagree with Mr. Male, but he thought that 
the Scheme, after a five years’ trial and an 
expenditure of £25 per annum upon it, was a 
waste of money. The Scheme was hot wanted 
{otherwise more students would come forward) 
and the Organising Committee, as Captain Rider 
had pointed out, could use the money for adver- 
tising in local papers. 

Major RasBacuiati enquired if the Colleges 
were notified and if the Principals had taken 
uny part in bringing the Scheme to the notice 
of their students and encouraging. them to enter. 

The PRESIDENT: “The answer is in the affirma- 
tive, as regards the Colleges being notified.” 

Professor WooLpkIDGE pointed out that the 
full amount of £25 per annum was not 
necessarily expended, prizes being withheld in 
the event of insufficient entry, or the attainment 
of an inadequate standard, to warrant their 
award. 

In his view, more publicity should be given 
to the Scheme through the medium of the 
Veterinary Record. 

Mr. MALE moved, as an amendment, “ That 
the last paragraph be deleted, and that the 
Clinical Prize Scheme for Students be continued 
for another year.” 

The amendment was seconded by Mr. NELDER, 
and, on being put to the meeting, was carried. 

Council now adopted the report of the Com- 
inittee, subject to the deletion of the final 
paragraph. ; 

The PRESIDENT assured Professor Wooldridge 
that there should be an instruction to the Edi- 
torial Committee to make Record reference, on 
several occasions during the year, to the Clinical 
Prize Scheme. 


Appointments Committee. 

The following report of this Committee was 
read by the Secretary :— 

A meeting of the Appointments Committee was 
held at the Offices of the Association on Tuesday, 


January 5th, 1932. 
It was resolved to invite Professor J. Macqueen 


to be Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing 


year. 
’ In Professor Macqueen’s absence, the Presi- 
dent occupied the Chair. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been published in the Velerinary Record, were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

Consideration was given to a letter from a 
member complaining that the Mines Department 
had made a “cut” of 10 per cent. as from 
October 1st, 1931, in the already inadequate 
fees paid to their Consulting Veterinary Officers, 
and requesting action by the N.V.M.A. 

After discussion the Committee came to the 
conclusion that the present was not an opportune 
time for approaching the Mines Department 
concerning the inadequacy of these fees. 

The Committee had before it correspondence 
from a member concerning his application to the 
Colonial Office that his service as Veterinary 
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agua Kenya, should be regarded as pension- 
able. 

It was decided to enquire of the Colonial 
Office whether this member was informed. in 
writing, at the end of his two years probationary 
period, of the reasons why he was not to be 
placed on the permanent establishment. 

A communication was read from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Veterinary Medical Association 
of Ireland intimating that a letter had been 
received from the Minister of Agriculture for the 
Irish Free State in reply to the representations 
made by that Association with regard to the 
salaries and conditions of service of Veterinary 
Inspectors of the Department. It was understood 
that sanction had been given for an increase of 
t50 in the commencing salary of the ordinary 
Veterinary Inspectors of the Department, bring- 
ing this up to; £250 per annum, but that none of 
their other recommendations had been accepted, 

It was decided to endeavour to secure a definite 
reply from the Minister of Agriculture to the 
letter addressed to him by the N.V.M.A., and 
thereafter to proceed along the lines indicated 
by the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland. 

The Committee considered the proposal to 
appoint an Agriculturist as Chief of the combined 
Agricultural and Veterinary Services in Uganda. 

It was agreed to seek fuller information with 
a view to a special meeting of the Committee 
being called to consider the situation further. 

The PRESIDENT, as temporary Chairman of 
the Committee, moved the reception and adop- 
tion of the report. The motion was seconded 
by Captain R. Simpson and carried unanimously. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 


Committee 

The following report of this Committee was 
read by Mr. Male (Chairman), who moved its 
reception and adoption :— 

The quarterly meeting of the Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health Committee was held 
at the Offices of the Association on Tuesday, 
January Sth, 1932, when Mr. G. P. Male was 
re-appointed Chairman for the ensuing year. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

Arising from the Minutes, the Committee heard 
the letter, which the Chairman and Professor 
Buxton had drafted at their request and which 
had been sent to the Reyal Agricultural Society 
in answer to the Society’s communication of 
July 29th relative to the Association’s Scheme for 
the Eradication of Bovine Tuberculosis. An 
acknowledgment by the Society of the receipt of 
this communication was also read, in which a 
promise was made that it would be submitted to 
the Veterinary Committee at their next meeting. 

The Committee confirmed the action taken. 

A report was submitted by the deputation 
which had met the Executive of the National 
Cattle Breeders’ Association on November 4th, 
together with a statement subsequently sent to 
that Association containing the information in 
support of the Association’s Scheme for the 
Eradication of Bovine Tuberculosis’ given 
verbally during the meeting. 

The Committee expressed their appreciation of 
the services rendered by the deputation in this 
connection. 

Consideration was given to a letter from the 
British Dairy Farmers’ Association saying that 
whilst the Council of the Association) was ip 
complete agreement with paragraph 2 of the 
N.V.M.A. Scheme for the Eradication of Bovine 
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Tuberculosis, it was of the opinion that before 
any real progress can be made in that direction 
it is needful to discuss the practical difficulties 
which lie in the way and to that end it would 
be willing to meet the Association in conference 
when the practical points could be fully outlined. 

The Committee decided to recommend that the 
invitation be accepted, and that the Association 
be represented by the same members as formed 
the deputation to the National Cattle Breeders’ 
Association. 

The following report of the Sub-committee 
appointed to draw up suitable forms of standard 
tuberculin test certificates, with a view to their 
general adoption, was received and adopted:— 

SuB-COMMITTEE ON TUBERCULIN TEST 
CERTIFICATES 
The Sub-committee appointed to draw up 
suitable forms of standard tuberculin test 
certificates, with a view to their general 
adoption, met at 2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s 
Inn, on Tuesday, January Sth, 1932. 

Mr. G. P. Male oc cupied the Chair, and 
there were also present Mr. Coleman, Major 
Gooch, Mr. Nairn, and the President. 

After consideration of various suggested 
charts the Sub-committee agreed upon forms 
of certificate. The President undertook to 
bring these to the notice of the Ministry of 
Health with a view to their approval by that 
body, the Secretary in the meantime to 
obtain some specimen books for the guid- 
ance of the Sub-committee in the matter of 
recording test certificates issued. 

A communication was read from the Secretary 
to the Departmental Committee on Local Govern- 
ment Officers intimating that, in view of the 
economic situation, meetings of the Committee 
would be suspended for six months and the Com- 
mittee would not therefore be in a position to 
issue their Report for some time to come. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Goocu. 


The report was received and adopted. 


Parliamentary Committee 
The Chairman of this Committee (Captain 
J. (. Coleman) read the following report, and 
moved its reception and adoption :— 


The Parliamentary Committee met at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, W.C.1, on Tuesday, January 5th, 1932. 

Capt. J. C. Coleman was re-appointed Chairman 
of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, hawing 
been published in the Velerinary Rec ord, were 
taken as read “~ signed as correct. 

A letter was read from the Secretary to the 
Committee of the Privy Council for Agricultural 
Research in reply to the Association’s communi- 
cation of August 17th, 1931, regretting that il had 
not been found possible to appoint a veterinary 
surgeon to the Agricultural Research Council, 
but saying that a member of the profession would 
be co-opted on the Committee of the Council on 
Animal Diseases 

The Committee was informed that Major- 
General Sir John Moore had since been co-opted 
on this Committee. and that Mr. Eustace 
Montgomery, Adviser on Animal Health to the 
Colonial Office, was also serving on the same 
Committee. It was understood that a similar 
letter to the reply: received by the Association 
had been sent by the Privy Council’ to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

After hearing a_ statement from Sir John 
Noore, it was decided not to take any further 
steps in the matter at present. 
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The Secretary reported that, so far as could 
be ascertained, no developments had taken place 
in connection with the Slaughter of Animals Bil! 
since the new Government came into office. 


The motion, having been seconded by Mr 
NAIRN, Was Carried. 


The Title of the Association 
Vinanee and General Purposes Committee 


The following report of the Committee was 
read by the Secretary :— 

Two meetings of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee have been held during the 
past quarter, under the Chairmanship of the 
President. 

At each of these meetings the Hon. Treasurer 
has reported on the finances for the preceding 
month, and any liabilities have then been passed 
for payment. 

A cheque for £52 5s. 11d., being the’ balance of 
the Norwich Congress. accounts, has _ been 
received from the Local Secretary, Mr. H. P. 
Standley, Junr. 

In accordance with the usual custom, a grant 
of £20 has been made to the Local Secretary of 
the Provisional Congress for the Folkestone Con- 
gress, 1932, to enable him to meet preliminary 
expenses. 

Consideration has been given to the Annual 
General Meeting Resolution that the title of the 
Association should be re-considered. 

Having viewed this matter very fully, the Com- 
mittee recommends that the title of the Associa- 
tion should be changed to “ The British Veteri- 
nary Association.” 

As instructed by the Council, the Committee is 
investigating other alterations that may be desir- 
able in the Association’s “ —. and will 
report to a later meeting of the Council. 

It is recommended that the arrangement under 
which the Association’s solicitors are paid an 
annual retaining fee of 30 guineas, together with 
certain expenses, should be continued for the 
present year. 

_ Close attention has been devoted to subscrip- 
lions in arrear. At the date of the last meeting 
of the Committee in December there were 18 
members who owed for two years and 38 last 
year’s subscription only. The usual procedure 
is being followed in the collection of these sub- 
scriptions. ; 

The finanees of the Association during the past 
quarter will be dealt with by the Hon. Treasurer 
in his Report. 

The Secretary continued by reading the Hon. 
Treasurer’s statement relative to the finances 
of the Association during the past quarter. This 
statement concluded with the words: “It is anti- 
cipated that when the audited accounts for the 
year have been prepared they will be found to 
compare very favourably with those of 1930.” 

The PRESIDENT moved the reception and adop- 
tion of the Report and of the Hon. Treasurer's 
financial statement. 

Mr. STANDLEY seconded. Proceeding, the 
PRESIDENT said that in the report there was an 
important recommendation which might warrant 
some thought on the part of the Council, viz., 
that the title of the Association should be 
changed to “The British Veterinary Associa- 
tion.” If the Committee’s report were adopted, 
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that would be accepted as a recommendation by 
the Council that they acquiesced in that 
suggestion. 

Professor Craic said that he begged to pro- 
pose an amendment-—that all reference to a 
change in the title of the Association be deleted 
from the report. He knew that the proposed 
change would not commend itself to those in 
the profession on the other side of the water 
(on which side he lived), and for his part he 
could not see that any good would be gained 
by any change in the title of the Association. 

Captain Morron seconded the amendment. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE said that he would like 
to speak against the amendment because, while 
one realised and sympathised with the position 
taken up by Professor Craig and those for whom 
he spoke, one must look a little further afield. 
There were Dominions and Colonies where the 
Association had Branches, and their present 
title “* The National Veterinary Medical ASSO- 
ciation of Great Britain and Ireland ” did not 
include these. In his opinion, then, some title 
should be allotted which should include these 
and should exclude none. 

Mr. MALE supported Professor Craig. 
Although the present title was not the best 
possible name, the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland had 
obtained a great deal of good will, especially 
latterly, and it was known throughout the 
world, he might say, as a very live Association 
and representing the British veterinary profes- 
sion. It seemed to him that if they gave up 
that name the bodies with which they had to 
deal would not understand quite with whom 
they were dealing, and he thought that they 
should lose more than they would gain by any 
alteration in the name. 

Major Rasacuiatt fully supported all that 
Professor Wooldridge had said. He could not 
see why there should be any objection in Ireland 
or anywhere else to the proposed new name. 
He thought they would agree that their present 
title was extremely long and very cumbersome, 
and, in his view, the proposed change would be 
all to the good. 

Professor Craic observed that when one was 
considering any matters of that sort one had 
always to take custom into account. It had been 
the custom in Ireland always to refer to the 
British Medical Association as the British Medi- 
cal Association (this in reply to Major Over, 
who had asked if there were any exception 
taken to that title in Ireland); similarly, it had 
always been the custom to refer to their Asso- 
ciation as the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland. It 
was a question of custom, and one could not 
overlook that aspect of the matter. 

Professor Craig’s amendment “That the para- 
graph relating to the alteration of title of the 


Association be deleted from the report,” was 
then put to the meeting, and declared lost. 

The PRESIDENT now put the motion for the 
reception and adoption of the report, which was 
carried. 

Mr, MALE said that, if the recommendation 
were carried by general meeting, he presumed 
that the old name would be put in brackets 
after or under the new one for a little time, 
until people got used to the change. 

The PRESIDENT: “ We will remember the 
sentimental value of the old title. This matter 
will now go forward to the General meeting 
as a recommendation of the Council.” 


Editorial Committee 


Sir JoHN Moore (Chairman) read the follow- 
ing report of this Committee and moved its 
reception and adoption :— 


At the first meeting of the Editorial Committee 
for the past quarter Major-General Sir John 
Moore was re-appointed Chairman of the Com- 
mittee for the ensuing year. 

At the same meeting a correspondent raised the 
important question of the desirability of publish- 
ing in the Veterinary Record papers presented to 
Congress N.V.M.A., as under the existing arrange- 
ment copies of these papers were only distributed 
amongst members of the Association. After giv- 
ing full consideration to this matter the Com- 
mittee has decided to reproduce Congress papers, 
together with the discussions upon them, in the 
Association’s journal. 

Unquestionably the most important feature of 
the Committee’s work during the past quarter, 
however, has been the decision to modernise 
the type, make-up, etc., of the Veterinary Record 
as from the first issue of the New Year, acting 
upon suggestions in this regard put forward by 
the Editorial Representative. These alterations 
will coincide with the employment of paper of 
superior quality to that formerly used, and the 
Committee is confident that these improvements, 
which will make the journal more pleasing in 
appearance and easier to read, will meet with 
the approval of the Council. 

In order to increase the popularity of the 
Record as an advertising medium, it has been 
decided to transfer to the front of the paper the 
display advertisement pages (which have hitherto 
heen relegated to the yack), with the result that 
some check has been put upon the curtailment of 
advertising which was being experienced in 
consequence of the period of ecgnomic depres- 
sion through which trade is now passing. 

During the past few weeks the E ditori: ul Com- 
mittee, at the request of the Provisional Com- 
mittee, has been functioning as a Sub-committee 
for the purpose of selecting authors and papers 
for the Folkestone Congress. This Sub-committee 
is entirely responsible to the Provisional Com- 
mittee, who, it is believed, have found its 
frequent and regular deliberations of service in 
this important and urgent matter. 

Sir John Moore added that, in fairness to 
the Committee, he desired to say that references 
to the Clinical Prize Scheme for students were 
regularly and _ frequently inserted in the 
Veterinary Record. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of 
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the report was seconded by Major SpREULL and 
carried without discussion. 


Provisional Committee 


The report of this Committee was read by 
the Secretary, as follows :— 

As announced in the Velerinary Record, the 
Provisional Committee, after making local 
enquiries, have chosen August 8th-August 13th as 
the period for the Folkestone Congress, 1932. 

Thanks to the good oflices of Mr. H. P. Hogben, 
Chairman of the Committee, the Corporation of 
Folkestone have granted the Association the use 
of the Town Hall in which to hold the various 
meetings of Congress. 

The papers to be presented at the Congress will 
be divided into three sections—(i) Public Health, 
(ii) Experimental Pathology, and (iii) Veterinary 
Medicine and Surgery, and the following are the 
subjects chosen for discussion :— 

Public Health 
1. The Relation of Meat and Meat Products 
to Bacterial Food Poisoning in Man. 
2. A Comparison of the Systems of Meat and 
Milk Inspection in this Country and 
Abroad. 


Experimental Pathology 


1. Anzerobic Infections of Sheep as seen in 
the Romney Marsh. 

2. Contagious Abortion (a) vaccination 
(b) its relation to Undulant Fever. 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery 

1. Gastric and Intestinal Diseases of the 
Dog and Cat. 

2. Recent Advances in Therapeutics. 

3. Clinical Examination of the Cow’s 
Udder. 

Invitations to read these papers and to act 
as openers of discussions have been issued and 
the Committee hopes to be in a _ position to 

ublish the Provisional Programme early in 

ebruary. 

It has been decided to invite Sir Ralph 
Jackson to preside over the Public Health 
Section, and Sir John M’Fadyean and Professor 
Macqueen the Sections of Experimental Pathology 
and Veterinary Medicine and Surgery, respec- 
tively. 

It is intended to devote one full day to opera- 
tions and demonstrations provided suitable 
accommodation can be secured. If satisfactory 
arrangements cannot be made for operations, 
then the morning will be set aside for the {(is- 
cussion of a paper on “ Unqualified Practice.” 

The Committee purpose circulating to each 
member of the Association resident in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and the Irish Free State a copy of the Folkestone 
official handbook. A list of hotels and boarding- 
houses, with tariffs, will be sent at the same time 
and members will be advised to make early appli- 
cation for rooms. 

An Executive Committee has been appointed to 
proceed in making the necessary preparations for 
the Congress, and it, in turn, has formed Sub- 
committees to assist in organising the different 
social functions, trade exhibition, etc. 


The PRESIDENT observed that that was in the 
nature of a progress report. As they all knew, 
or should know, the entire handling of the Con- 
gress was, by virtue of the articles of associa- 
tion of the Association, vested in the Provisional 
Committee, who were thus masters of the situa- 
tion as regarded the Congress, but if any mem- 
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bers had any comments or suggestions to make, 
they might be considered by the Committee. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE pointed out that Mem- 
bers of Council were also members of the Pro- 
visonal Committee, but it was certainly true 
that it was merely in virtue of their membership 
of that Committee that Members of Council had 
any say in the arrangements for Congress. 

There being no comments or questions, the 
report was received and adopted. 

An interim report of the Special Committee 
ve editorial organisation was received and 
adopted. 

Resolution from Division 

From the North Wales Division :—- 

“That the members of the North Wales 
Veterinary Medical Society whilst express- 
ing their warm appreciation of the efforts 
of the Councils of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and the National 
Veterinary Medical Association to safe- 
guard the interests of the general veteri- 
nary practitioner, earnestly request them 
to continue their endeavours with a view to 
bringing about the inclusion, in the list of 
duties of the Veterinary Advisory Officers 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, of a clause 
which definitely prohibits any action by 
these officers which is contrary to the prin- 
ciples of professional etiquette.” 

After discussion it was resolved ‘“ That, in 
the opinion of the Council, the object desired 
to be obtained by the Resolution is well pro- 
vided for by the instructions which the Ministry 
of Agriculture have sent to the Veterinary 
Advisers.” 

On the proposition of Major Goocnu, seconded 
by Major Kirk, authority was given for the 
affixing of the Seal of the Association to the 
new agreement with Messrs. H. R. Grubb, Ltd., 
for the printing of the Veterinary Record. 

Next MEETING OF COUNCIL, 

In introducing discussion of this item, the 
PRESIDENT reminded the Council that there were 
two meetings to be held prior to Congress—one 
in April and the other in July, and that one 
of those, by mutual understanding, had to be 
held north of London. 

After prolonged consideration, it was decided 
that the April meeting of Council should be held 
at Edinburgh on Tuesday, April 12th, the 
N.V.M.A. Committee meetings to take place in 
Edinburgh on the preceding day. 

Proceedings of Council concluded with the 
passing of a hearty vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent for his conduct in the chair. 








For refusing to admit a county veterinary 
inspector to her farm buildings, Maria Jackson 
was fined £3 by the Bishop Auckland magistrates, 
while a further fine of 10s. and costs was imposed 
for failure to keep a proper record of movements 
of stock. 
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MUNSTER VETERINARY 
INSPECTORS’ ASSOCIATION 


Annual Meeting at Cork 


At the annual meeting of the above Associa- 
tion, which was held recently at Cork, corres- 
pondence was read from Messrs. Parke Davis 
and Company, and also letters acknowledging 
votes of sympathy from Mrs. P. W. Creagh and 
Arthur Callanan on their recent bereavements. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The election of officers for the year 1931-82 
then took place. 

Mr. T. R. Muleahy (chairman) said that he 
was extremely grateful to the members for his 
re-election to that position year by year, and 
looked on it as a great compliment and honour, 
but he felt that it would be better for the Asso- 
ciation to have a change of chairman, as he 
believed that these honorary positions, if filled 
by other members, would maintain interest in 
the objects for which the Association was 
formed. While asking them to accept his resig- 
nation he did not wish them to think that he 
would, as a consequence, lose interest in their 
meetings. On the contrary, he would have an 
increased responsibility as one of the rank and 
file, and would do all in his power to further 
the objects of their Association, which had done 
so much for the betterment of veterinary 
inspectors. 

Several members spoke in eulogistic terms of 
the services which Mr. Muleahy had given while 
occupying the chair, and accepted his resigna- 
tion with regret. 

On the proposition of Mr. MuLcany, seconded 
by Mr. S. R. J. Cussen, Mr. T. I. Alexander, 
Kinsale, was.unanimously elected to fill the posi- 
tion of chairman for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Alexander said he wished, for the same 
reasons as Mr. Muleahy, to resign from the 
position of hon. secretary, which he had held 
for so many years. He would have much pleas- 
ure in accepting the responsibility of chairman 
of such an important Association, and would 
do his best to further their interests at all times 
during his term of oflice. 


On the proposition of Mr. MuLcAny, seconded’ 


by Mr. T. O’LEAry, Mr. C. P. Hynes, Lismore, 
was unanimously appointed hon. secretary. 

Captain P. C. W. Creagh, Fermoy, was 
elected as hon. treasurer, in the room of his 
late respected father. 

Foop INSPECTION 

The principal business before the meeting was 
the consideration of the salaries offered by the 
various Cork County Boards of Health for the 
carrying out of milk and meat inspections in 
the rural areas. 

It was the considered opinion of those present 
that if matters relating to public health were of 
such vast importance those in charge of the 
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administration of the Public Health Acts had 
shown a lamentable lack of knowledge of the 
amount of work each veterinary oflicer would 
have to perform, with due regard for their pro- 
fessional dignity and responsibilities, if these 
duties were carried out in the best interests of 
the public. Not one member of the profession 
could possibly undertake to fulfil the duties re- 
quired of him with regard to milk and meat in- 
spection in the rural areas for the entirely in- 
adequate remuneration offered, either to their 
own satisfaction or that of the public who were 
most concerned. In some districts the salary 
olfered for this important position was as low 
as £10 per annum. One member informed the 
meeting that he had been offered £25 for duties 
which would entail a mileage of 100 miles per 
week, which at the very moderate estimate of 
6d. per mile for car hire would entail a weekly 
cost of £2 10s., so that over £100 per annum 
would necessarily have to be expended, apart 
from professional duties altogether, for the 
privilege of earning £25 a year. 

The members considered that the whole 
scheme of payments was too ridiculous for 
serious discussion in a meeting comprising a 
body of responsible veterinary surgeons, and 
deferred further consideration of the matter, as 
it was decided that a deputation, consisting of 
Messrs. S. R. J. Cussen, T. I. Alexander, 
Captain P. C. Creagh, T. R. Muleahy, and C. P. 
Hynes, hon. secretary, should wait upon the 
County Medical Officer of Health and lay the 
whole matter before him for his consideration. 

Mr. C. P. Hynes said he had been successful 
in his endeavours to get the Waterford County 
Council to grant an annual leave of absence of 
a fortnight’s duration to each veterinary 
inspector in their employment, and also a sub- 
stitute while on such holiday, or during absence 
through illness, such substitute to be paid by 
the County Council. This decision had been 
since ratified by the Department of Agriculture. 

The members expressed their thanks, in parti- 
cular to Professor J. J. O’Connor, M.R.C.V.S., 
and all those who had helped to gain this over- 
due and very humane concession, and hoped that 
other County Councils would also adopt it in the 
near future. 





Extravagant announcements of new methods of 
treatment for cancer are criticised in the annual 
report of the Imperial Cancer Research Fund. A 
very cautious and conservative attitude towards 
these announcements should be adopted, and, in 
particular, it is recommended that the layman 
should discard his attitude towards this medical 
and biological problem as a gamble where success 
is equally likely to fall to the ignorant as the 
instructed. Such an attitude betrayed a pro- 
foundly mistaken view of the nature of the cancer 
problem. The report expresses the view that 
progress in the direction of an efficient cancer 
prophylaxis is possible, but it will be neither 
dramatic nor sensational, 
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Notes and News 
DIARY OF EVENTS 


Jan. 25th.—N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee 
Meeting at 2, Verulam Build- 
ings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

Jan. 29th.—Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Leeds. 

Jan. 29th.—Annual Meeting and Dinner of 
the Royal Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Reading. 

Feb. 5Sth.—-Meeting of the Southern Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at South- 





ampton, 

Feb. oth.—Annual Dinner-Dance of the North 
Midland Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Sheftield. 


Feb. 11th.—Annual Meeting of the Lincoln- 
shire and District Division, at 


Grantham. 
Aug. 8th-13th.—N.V.M.A. Jubilee Congress at 
Folkestone. 


F OOT- AND- MOUTH DISEASE OUTBREAK 


The existence of foot-and-mouth disease was 
confirmed on Monday on premises at Station 

‘arm, Norton, Stockton-on-Tees. The area sub- 
ject to prohibition of the movement of animals 
embraces parts of the counties of Durham and 
the North Riding of Yorkshire. 

¥ * * * * 
COLONIAL VETERINARY SERVICE 

The following candidates were selected for 
veterinary appointments in the Colonial Service 
during 1931. All the selected candidates had 
previously held Colonial Veterinary Scholarships. 
The training centres at which the Scholarships 
were tenable are indicated in parentheses :— 

Anderson, J., B.SC., M.R.C.V.S. (Animal Breeding 
Research Dept., Edinburgh University), Veteri- 
nary Officer, Kenya. 

James, A. J., M.R.C.V.S. 
Pathology, Cambridge University), 
Officer, Nigeria. 

Purchase, H. S., B.sc., M.R.c.v.s. (Molteno Insti- 


(Institute of Animal 
Veterinary 


tute for Research in Parasitology, Cambridge 
University), Veterinary Oflicer, Northern 
Rhodesia. , 

% % % * 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


GAZETTE—WAR OFFICE—TERRITORIAL 
ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 

January 15th.Captain A. C. Shuttleworth, 
from Active List, to be Captain (January 13th). 
Lieut. W. Nighting sale, from Active List, to be 
Lieut. (January 16th). 





LONDON 





PROMOTION EXAMINATION RESULTS 
The following R.A.V.C. candidates were 
successful in the examination (in written sub- 
jects) of officers with a view to promotion, which 
was held in India and Burma last October:— 
Majors H. D. Lewis and S. O’Donel, M.C. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON STAFF 
EXAMINERS 
Amongst those appointed Staff Examiners to 
the University of London for 1932 are the follow- 


ing :— 
E. 3. 


Velerinary Anatomy. Shave, 


M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., F.R.C.V.S. 
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Velerinary Hygiene.—W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S. 
Veterinary Pathology.—F. C. Minett, p.sc., 
F.R.C.V.S. 
Veterinary Physiology.—Professor E. P. 
Cathcart, C.B.E., M.D., D.SC., F.R.S. 
% “ * ¥ + 
PERSONAL 

Appointments.—Mr. RR. Bennett, | F.R.c.V.S., 
Romford, was appointed to succeed Major Boseley 
as veterinary inspector under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts at a recent meeting of Essex County 
Council. 

The Local Appointments Commission has re- 
commended the appointment of Thomas Francis 
Moran, M.R.c.v.s., Caherciveen, as Veterinary 
Inspector for Killarney district, where a vacancy 
for a veterinary inspector has existed for a long 
time. 


“A large circle of friends — in the county will 
learn with regret that Mr. Harry Watson Talbot, 


M.R.C.V.S., a well-known veterinary surgeon, is 
lving seriously ill at his residence, the Laurels, 
W hatton- in-the-Vale,” says the Noillingham 
Journal, 


“Mr. Talbot is a member of a distinguished 
family of veterinary surgeons. His father and 
grandfather were members of the profession, as 
were also three of his brothers. 

“Mr. Talbot, despite his 83 years, has enjoyed 
good health until a comparatively recent date.” 
* * * * * 

THE LATE Mr. WM. BROWN, J.P., M.R.C.V.S. 

AN APPRECIATION 


In the passing of William Brown, who prac- 
tised for 40 years at Wiveliscombe, Somerset, 
and whose death was notified in your issue of 
October 3rd, 1931, we feel a real loss—the loss 
of a character which we cannot replace. 
Although actively engaged in the profession for 
most of his life, it is not as a veterinary surgeon 
that he will be primarily remembered, but as a 
very exceptional character, a man whose every 
thought, desire, and action was based on 
Christianity. If ever a man lived a _ clean, 
healthy, God-fearing life, it was he. Not that even 
his most intimate friends saw eye to eye with 
— in all his activities and ideas—his charm 

vas his supreme honesty and unselfishness. We 
pe ma said lightly that he would join in any move- 
ment with an “anti” before it. His hatred of 
cruelty made him an anti-vivisectionist and an 
opponent of fox-hunting. Although never in 
affluent circumstances, he gave anyone who 
would “sign the pledge” £5. He preached in 
public ag sainst drink and fox-hunting, well know- 
ing that it was detrimental to his practice. A 
J.P. for 20 years, he never sentenced a man to 
prison—so keen was he on prison reform. He 
refused a guinea a day during the war for ser- 
vices to an army camp, because he had always 
publicly and privately advocated pacifism. Some 
practitioners would have considered him an 
extremist, as he appeared absolutely regardless 
of material consequences. For instance, during 
the war, he spent one day a week visiting the 
conscientious objectors in prison, leaving his 
practice to look after itself. 

It was my privilege to act as his “locum” on 
more than one occasion, and I found him the 
best of masters; you could always count on his 
gratitude for services rendered, and if anything 
went wrong he would console you and take it 
for granted that you had done your best. 

A book could be written—and should be 
written-——on his 40 years’ life as a country practi- 
tioner. He was a thinker and at times very 
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absent minded. He once took his partner's 
daughter, aged 16, to Exeter, and after visiting his 
friends the prisoners, forgot to meet her at the 
appointed place. It was not until he arrived 
home, and his housekeeper reminded him, that 
he remembered he had not started alone. On 
another occasion a friend accompanied him on 
his afternoon round; they started off gaily, and 
after five-six miles, the friend said ‘“ Where are 
we going, William?” “ Oh,” replied he, “ I really 
don’t know,” and they had to return to find out. 

Mr. Brown was an active and prominent 
member of the Society of Friends. He was also 
a keen labour politician—Socialism meant applied 
Christianity to him. Although intensely 
religious, he was a jovial companion and alw ays 
good company. I never remember him saying 
a word against anyone, however much he was 
opposed to their opinions, or however much they 
had wronged him. 

We can say of William Brown, as alas, of few 
men, “ he left the world better than he found it.” 

* * * * "* oii 


THE LATE MR. GEO. FORDHAM, M.R.C.V.S. 


In reference to the death of Mr. George 
Fordham, M.R.Cc.v.s., formerly of Ashford, Kent, 
who, as recorded in our last issue, passed away 
at Southborough, near Tunbridge Wells on the 
Gth instant, the Kentish Express and Ashford 
News says: “ Born on March 23rd, 1834, at East 
Peckham, the late George Fordham was in his 
ninety-eighth year, and was well-known through- 
out the county as a veterinary surgeon. His first 
practice was in Willesborough in 1863; several 
vears after, he moved to Ashford, only retiring 
in 1920. He was twice married, his first wife 
being Miss Julia Pittock, of Cross Farm, Eastry, 
and his second Miss Ellen Willstead, who survives 
him. A keen judge and lover of horses, his 
services at Kent horse shows were much in 
demand. He had always enjoyed the best of 
health till a short time before his death, which 
was accelerated by bronchitis. He kept his 
faculties to the end.” 


* % *% 
SHAVING A HORSE 

In a recent issue of The Times, in the course 
of the series of extracts taken from issues of that 
paper of 100 years ago, there was reproduced the 
following :— 

“Friday, December 23rd, 1831. Price 7d. 

“A gentleman named Wells was summoned 
before the commissioners (of the Court of 
Requests at Guildhall) by Thomas Field, a hair- 
dresser, for the sum of 30s., the price demanded 
by the plaintiff for shaving a horse. 

“The plaintiff’ swore that the defendant 
brought to him a horse to be shaved for the 
purpose of 
animal. . . . The razors of the shop were in great 
requisition for ten days, during which the shav- 
ing was going forward, and the plaintiff was 
obliged, as he proceeded, to wrap up the bald 
parts to protect the horse from oe The Com- 
missioners, he said, could not possibly judge of 
the difficulty of shaving a horse, from shaving 
themselves. (A laugh.) ... 

“The defendant said that any horse-clipper 
would have completed the business for a great 
deal less money. 

“The hairdresser said that this was quite 
impossible. He had never shaved a horse before, 
but it was a regular sweater. 

“Mr. Myers asked the defendant what he gener- 
ally paid for a shave for himself? 

“The defendant (feeling his chin): Why 2d., 
I think, is generally the price. 
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“Mr. Myers: Ay, a penny a cheek. Now how 
many of your jaws do you think would make up 
the size of a horse? (A laugh.) 

“The defendant said there was less delicacy 
necessary in shaving a horse than a man. 

“Mr. Myers: Not a bit more than in shaving 
an ass. 

“ The hairdresser: Look at the lather, and the 
chance of a kick. (Laughter.).. . 

“Mr. Myers said, he was surprised at the 
refusal to pay 30s. for the job. Indeed, he always 
thought it impossible to perform a thing of the 
kind, and he believed that to be the general 
belief; for was it not usual in people to say, 
when they heard a bouncing lie, ‘next comes a 
horse to be shaved’? (Loud laughter.) 

“The defendant was then ordered to pay the 
hairdresser the 30s. and costs.” 

* * * * * 


FROST PRECAUTIONS FOR MOTORISTS. 


The Automobile Association sends the following 
suggestions for preventing damage during periods 
of frost: (1) When a car is out of use drain 

-adiator, cylinder jackets, and pump casing. It is 

not enough on many cars to drain radiators only. 
(2) In the absence of suflicient heating of the 
garage, an electric or other heating apparatus of 
sufficient power should be employed. Where 
these are placed under the bonnet the latter and 
radiator should be covered with a rug. A muff 
is also helpful, and prevents thermal waste. 
(3) With a car in daily use introduce into the 
water-circulating system one of the various com- 
pounds available for lowering the freezing point. 
The A.A. has recently carried out refrigerator 
experiments to determine the best proportions of 
such compounds to ensure safety, and information 
on this subject can be obtained from any of its 
offices. 


% * * * * 

VALUE OF TUBERCULIN TESTED HERDS. 

“The movement for the establishment of tuber- 
culin-tested herds was based on the assumption 
that dairy herds which had been cleared of tuber- 
culosis, and which were subsequently tested at 
intervals in order to ensure the early elimination 
of any new reactors, would provide the. consumer 
with a guaranteed tubercle-free milk,” says the 
Live Stock Journal of January 1st. 

“The criticism has been made that even these 
precautions do not give an absolute guarantee of 
freedom from infection, on ~ grounds that the 
interval between periodical tests (usually six 
months) may permit a cow to develop tuber- 
culosis and possibly, therefore, to excrete tubercle 
bacilli in the milk. Such a criticism is a priori 
hardly valid in view of the general recognition 
that infection of the udder takes place only in 
the later stages of the disease. , 

“Certain results obtained at Glasgow provide, 
however, a remarkable practical demonstration of 
the value of tuberculin-tested herds in ensuring 
the production of tubercle-free milk. During the 
years 1909 to 1914 the city hospitals were sup- 
plied with milk which was obtained from herds 
under the strict supervision of the veterinary 
officer. 

“The herds were not regularly tested with 
tuberculin, but careful examination of the animals 
was made periodically and any suspicious animals 
were at once re-tested with tuberculin. 

“As a result the periodical testing of the milk 
from these herds revealed only one_ infected 
sample during these five years. From 1921 to 1926 
the hospitals were supplied with milk from un- 
tested herds, and, out of 923 samples examined, 
28 (or 3 per cent.) were found to be infected. 
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During the years 1927 and 1928 the hospitals were 
supplied with milk from tuberculin-tested herds, 
and, out of 550 samples examined, not one sample 
was found to be infected. 

“This is the more striking as the quantity of 
milk tested is relatively large, amounting to 
approximately half-an-ounce for every gallon of 
milk supplied to the hospitals. 

‘These figures effectively demonstrate the en- 
tire freedom from infection of milk from tuber- 
culin-tested herds, and illustrate the value of such 
milk from the point of view of public health.” 

* * * * * 


Erratum.—Veterinary Record, January 16th, 
No. 3, Vol. 12, at the top of column 1, page 60, 
im opening the discussion on Myr. Davies’ paper 
on Bovine Actinomycosis, Mr. H. L. Torrance was 
reported incorrectly as having said that “ The 
majority of cases of actinomycosis of the cow’s 
udder were caused by the Aclinomyces — 
which was very astonishing, as this organism wa 
usually associated with bone lesions.” The word 


, 


‘cow’s”’ should have been “ sow’s.” 





Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondents. 
% x * % * 


JOHNE’S DISEASE 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—In reply to Dr. Minett’s letter, in which 
he states that the statements made in the first para- 
graph of my last letter “ may create an erroneous 
impression among practitioners,’ I can assure 
him that they are not likely to be so easily led 
astray by the experiences of one of their number! 
I should advise Dr. Minett in the first instance 
to re-read the correspondence that has ensued 
on this disease, before so hurriedly rushing into 
print, and he will find that the statements, which 
he is so anxious should not be misinterpreted by 
general practitioners (i.e., practical men) are in 
reply to a suggestion kindly made by Colonel 
Rees-Mogg in his letter published in the Veteri- 
nary Record for January 2nd last. I have stated 
my experiences to date, and those associated with 
me in this practice, believing in the adage of the 
late William Hunting, and shall continue ‘to do so 
whether they are in accord with the majorify or 
not. It is true that I may have been “ singularly 
unfortunate,” but I have not yet had the advan- 
tage that Dr. Minett has had of carrying out the 
test on several hundred animals, and it would 
indeed be remarkable if no reactions were 
obtained on a mass total. I can assure him that 
I do not condemn the test—but I should like to 
see it perfected, and brought to the reliability 
of the tuberculin test. 

Rectal scrapings, as advised by Markus, and 
examination of faces, are not always positive, 
even in cases found to be advanced on_ post- 
mortem when the clinical condition of the animal 
was good. 

If Dr. Minett can bring the test to a higher 
standard of reliability than it is at present, he 
will earn the thanks, amongst others, of 

Yours faithfully, 
J. F. D. TuTt, M.R.c.v.s. 





1, St. Cross Road, 
Winchester. 
January 16th, 1932. 


VoL. XII. THE VETERINARY RECORD. 





January 23, 1932. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—If Mr. Tutt has had failures with johnin, 
it would be a great help, not only to the general 
practitioner but also to the research worker, if 
he reported in detail each case. I would like to 
refer Mr. Tutt to page 52, Report of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture for New Zealand 1931, on 

“ Johne’s Disease ’ ’-—and also to the Report of the 
Veterinary Director-General, Canada, published 
March 31st, 1931. 

Yours faithfully, 
GRAHAM REES-MoGa. 

Clifford Manor, 

Near Stratford-on-Avon. 

January 16th, aoSs. 


* * * 


DR. SAV AGE AND BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—Dr. Savage’s name has been of some 
prominence lately in the correspondence columns 
of the Record in connection with the clinical 
examination of cattle for the diagnosis of tuber- 
culosis. The views expressed have been of some 
interest to me personally, because during the time 
| practised in Somerset I came into contact with 
him on several occasions, and I had the oppor- 
tunity of discussing this matter with him in 
person and also by “correspondence, and he did 
me the honour of asking me to read a paper on 
milk before one of the Public Health Societies 
when meeting in Somerset. 

Dr. Savage is well known as an eminent and 
clever member of his profession, and has done 
brilliant work on so-called ptomaine poisoning, 
being a leading authority thereon, and also taken 
a great interest in the many sides of Public Health, 
including tuberculosis, and the books written by 
him on these subjects are well known and valued. 

However, I maintain that his oft-expressed 
opinions against the value of the clinical examina- 
tion of cattle to diagnose tuberculosis are not in 
accordance with actual results, and I often felt, 
when discussing the matter with him, that he had 
an obsession regarding it. 

One cannot expect always to be correct with 
the hasty clinical examination in the short time 
allowed us by most County Councils, and the 
many handicaps under which the examination is 
carried out on farms; nevertheless, these examina- 
tions do eliminate a number of cases of open 
tuberculosis in cattle, and they also bring into the 
foreground, and to the farmer’s particular notice, 
the subject of early notification and keep him on 
the qui vive regarding this matter. 

Yours faithfully, 
Wi..tiAm S. STEVENS, M.R.C.V.S. 


c/o Glyn Mills & Co., 
3, Whitehall Place, 
London, S.W.1. 
January 11th, 1932. 


* * %& * * 
THE ANONYMOUS REVIEWER 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—As a sufferer from considerable annoy- 
ance and some financial loss at the hands of the 
anonymous reviewer, may I be permitted to enter 
an emphatic protest against the publication of 
unsigned crifiques in the Veterinary Record? 

The practice is a bad one and easily lends itself 
to abuse. 

Faithfully yours, 
DAvip Eric WILKINSON. 


Oakwood, 
Chigwell, 
Essex. 
January 13th, 1932. 











